
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 5 A - 1 3 4 0 . 2 3

C H A P T E R  1 5 A
A R T I C L E  8 1 B  -  S T R U C T U R E D  S E N T E N C I N G  O F  P E R S O N S  C O N V I C T E D  O F  C R I M E S

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1340.23.

Punishment limits for each class of of�fense 
and prior conviction level.
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§ 15A-1340.23(a) Of�fense Classif�ication; Default Classif�ications. - The of�fense classif�ication is as 
specif�ied in the of�fense for which the sentence is being imposed. If the of�fense is a 
misdemeanor for which there is no classif�ication, it is as classif�ied in G.S. 14-3.

§ 15A-1340.23(b)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Fines. - Any judgment that includes a sentence of imprisonment may also include a 
f�ine. Additionally, when the defendant is other than an individual, the judgment may 
consist of a f�ine only. If a community punishment is authorized, the judgment may 
consist of a f�ine only. Unless otherwise provided for a specif�ic of�fense, the maximum 
f�ine that may be imposed is two hundred dollars ($200.00) for a Class 3 misdemeanor 
and one thousand dollars ($1,000) for a Class 2 misdemeanor. The amount of the f�ine 
for a Class 1 misdemeanor and a Class A1 misdemeanor is in the discretion of the 
court.

§ 15A-1340.23(c) Punishment for Each Class of Of�fense and Prior Conviction Level; Punishment 
Chart Described. - Unless otherwise provided for a specif�ic of�fense, the authorized 
punishment for each class of of�fense and prior conviction level is as specif�ied in 
the chart below. Prior conviction levels are indicated by the Roman numerals placed 
horizontally on the top of the chart. Classes of of�fenses are indicated by the Arabic 
numbers placed vertically on the left side of the chart. Each grid on the chart contains 
the following components:

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 21d28090…85a293



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 5 A - 1 3 4 0 . 2 3

(1) A sentence disposition or dispositions: "C" indicates that a community 
punishment is authorized; "I" indicates that an intermediate punishment is 
authorized; and "A" indicates that an active punishment is authorized; and

(2) A range of durations for the sentence of imprisonment: any sentence within the 
duration specif�ied is permitted.

PRIOR CONVICTION LEVELS

MISDEMEANOR

OFFENSE		LEVEL I	LEVEL II	LEVEL III

CLASS	No Prior	One to Four Prior	Five or More

Convictions	Convictions	Prior Convictions

A1	1-60 days C/I/A	1-75 days C/I/A	1-150 days C/I/A

1	1-45 days C	1-45 days C/I/A	1-120 days C/I/A

2	1-30 days C	1-45 days C/I	1-60 days C/I/A

3	1-10 days C		1-20 days C/I/A.

1-15 days C

if one to three prior convictions

1-15 days C/I if four prior convictions

§ 15A-1340.23(d) Fine Only for Certain Class 3 Misdemeanors. - Unless otherwise provided for a specif�-
ic of�fense, the judgment for a person convicted of a Class 3 misdemeanor who has no 
more than three prior convictions shall consist only of a f�ine.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1993 2003 2013
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1993 c. 538, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(b) A M E N D E D

03 1995 c. 507, s. 19.5(g) A M E N D E D

04 2013 S.L. 2013-360, s. 18B.13(a) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 14-3 (a) "classif�ication, it is as classif�ied in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1340.23 (2013).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1340.23(a) (2013).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1993, c. 538, s. 1; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(b); 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(g); 2013-360, s. 18B.13(a).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
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