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§ 15A-1334(a) Time of Hearing. - Unless the defendant waives the hearing, the court must hold a 
hearing on the sentence. Either the defendant or the State may, upon a showing which 
the judge determines to be good cause, obtain a continuance of the sentencing hearing.

§ 15A-1334(b) Proceeding at Hearing. - The defendant at the hearing may make a statement in his 
own behalf. The defendant and prosecutor may present witnesses and arguments on 
facts relevant to the sentencing decision and may cross-examine the other party's 
witnesses. No person other than the defendant, his counsel, the prosecutor, and one 
making a presentence report may comment to the court on sentencing unless called 
as a witness by the defendant, the prosecutor, or the court. Formal rules of evidence 
do not apply at the hearing.

§ 15A-1334(c) Sentence Hearing in Other District. - The judge who orders a presentence report may, 
in his discretion, direct that the sentencing hearing be held before him in another 
county or another district court district as def�ined in G.S. 7A-133 or superior court 
district or set of districts as def�ined in G.S. 7A-41.1, as the case may be, during or after 
the session in which the defendant was convicted. If sentence is imposed in a county 
other than the one where the defendant was convicted, the clerk of the county where 
sentence is imposed must forward the records of the sentencing proceeding to the 
clerk of the county of conviction.

§ 15A-1334(d) Sentencing in Capital Cases. - Sentencing in capital cases is governed by Article 100 
of this Chapter.
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§ 15A-1334(e) Procedure Applicable when Certain Prior Convictions May Be Used. - The procedure 
in G.S. 15A-980 governs if the State seeks to use a prior conviction in a sentencing 
hearing.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 1980 1983

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 c. 711, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1983 c. 513, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1983 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 66 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-133 (c) "district court district as def�ined in"

G.S. 7A-41.1 (c) "set of districts as def�ined in"

G.S. 15A-980 (e) "Be Used. - The procedure in"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1334 (1983).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1334(a) (1983).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1983, c. 513, s. 3; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 66.)
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