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§ 15A-1332(a) Presentence Reports Generally. - To obtain a presentence report, the court may order 
either a presentence investigation as provided in subsection (b) or a presentence 
commitment for study as provided in subsection (c).

§ 15A-1332(b) Presentence Investigation. - The court may order a probation of�f�icer to make a 
presentence investigation of any defendant. The court may order the investigation only 
after conviction unless the defendant moves for an earlier presentence investigation. 
A motion for an earlier presentence investigation may be addressed only to the judge 
of the session of court for which the defendant's case is calendared or, if the case has 
not been calendared, to a resident superior court judge if the case is in the jurisdiction 
of the superior court or to the chief district court judge if the case is in the jurisdiction 
of the district court. When the court orders a presentence investigation, the probation 
of�f�icer must promptly investigate all circumstances relevant to sentencing and submit 
either a written report or an oral report either on the record or with defense counsel 
and the prosecutor present. The report may include sentence recommendations only 
if such recommendations are requested by the court.

§ 15A-1332(c) Presentence  Commitment  for  Study.  -  When  the  court  desires  more  detailed 
information as a basis for determining the sentence to be imposed than can be 
provided by a presentence investigation, the court may commit a defendant to 
the Department of Adult Correction for study for the shortest period necessary to 
complete the study, not to exceed 90 days, if that defendant has been charged with 
or convicted of any felony or a Class A1 or Class 1 misdemeanor crime or crimes for 
which he may be imprisoned for more than six months and if he consents. The period 
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of commitment must end when the study is completed, and may not exceed 90 days. 
The Department must conduct a complete study of a defendant committed to it under 
this subsection, inquiring into such matters as the defendant's previous delinquency 
or criminal experience, his social background, his capabilities, his mental, emotional 
and physical health, and the availability of resources or programs appropriate to the 
defendant. Upon completion of the study or the end of the 90-day period, whichever 
occurs f�irst, the Department of Adult Correction must release the defendant to the 
sherif�f of the county in which his case is docketed. The Department must forward 
the study to the clerk in that county, including whatever recommendations the 
Department believes will be helpful to a proper resolution of the case. When a 
defendant is returned from a presentence commitment for study, the conditions of 
pretrial release which obtained for the defendant before the commitment continue 
until judgment is entered, unless the conditions are modif�ied under the provisions of 
G.S. 15A-534(e).

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 2000 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 c. 711, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1981 c. 377, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1993 c. 538, s. 13 A M E N D E D

04 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(b) A M E N D E D

05 1995 c. 507, s. 19.5(e) A M E N D E D

06 2011 S.L. 2011-145, s. 19.1(h) A M E N D E D

07 2017 S.L. 2017-186, s. 2(f�f�f) A M E N D E D

08 2021 S.L. 2021-180, s. 19C.9(t) A M E N D E D

09 2023 S.L. 2023-121, s. 16(e) A M E N D E D
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A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 15A-534(e) (c) "are modif�ied under the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1332 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1332(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1981, c. 377, s. 1; 1993, c. 538, s. 13; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(b); 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(e); 2011-145, s. 19.1(h); 
2017-186, s. 2(f�f�f); 2021-180, s. 19C.9(t); 2023-121, s. 16(e).)
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