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CHAPTER 15A
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ARTICLE 80 - DEFENDANTS FOUND NOT GUILTY BY REASON OF INSANITY

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1321.

Automatic civil commitment of defendants
found not guilty by reason of insanity.
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TEXT
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General Assembly

§ 15A-1321(a)

§ 15A-1321(b)

When a defendant charged with a crime, wherein it is not alleged that the defendant
inflicted or attempted to inflict serious physical injury or death, is found not guilty by
reason of insanity by verdict or upon motion pursuant to G.S. 15A-959(c), the presiding
judge shall enter an order finding that the defendant has been found not guilty by
reason of insanity of a crime and committing the defendant to a State 24-hour facility
designated pursuant to G.S. 122C-252. The court order shall also grant custody of the
defendant to a law enforcement officer who shall take the defendant directly to that
facility. Proceedings thereafter are in accordance with Part 7 of Article 5 of Chapter

122C of the General Statutes.

When a defendant charged with a crime, wherein it is alleged that the defendant
inflicted or attempted to inflict serious physical injury or death, is found not guilty
by reason of insanity, by verdict, or upon motion pursuant to G.S. 15A-959(c)-
,notwithstanding any other provision of law, the presiding judge shall enter an orderf -
inding that the defendant has been found not guilty by reason of insanity of a crime and
committing the defendant to a Forensic Unit operated by the Department of Health
and Human Services, where the defendant shall reside until the defendant's release in
accordance with Chapter 122C of the General Statutes. The court order shall also grant
custody of the defendant to a law enforcement officer who shall take the defendant
directly to the facility. Proceedings not inconsistent with this section shall thereafter

be in accordance with Part 7 of Article 5 of Chapter 122C of the General Statutes.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR  DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
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04 1987 €.596,s.6 ANENBED
05 1991 .37,s.1 AMENDED
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Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section
itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-959(c) @) "verdict or upon motion pursuant to"
G.S. 122C-252 @ "State 24-hour facility designated pursuant to"
Citation
FULL SECTION
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1321 (1998).
PINPOINT
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1321(a) (1998).
Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1977, c. 711, 5. 1; 1983, c. 380, s. 3; 1985, c. 589, s. 10; 1987, c. 596, s. 6; 1991, c. 37, 5. 1; 1998-212, 5. 12.35B(a).)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 835b4628...7d943e




