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§ 15A-1234(a) After the jury retires for deliberation, the judge may give appropriate additional 
instructions to:

(1) Respond to an inquiry of the jury made in open court; or

(2) Correct or withdraw an erroneous instruction; or

(3) Clarify an ambiguous instruction; or

(4) Instruct the jury on a point of law which should have been covered in the 
original instructions.

§ 15A-1234(b) At any time the judge gives additional instructions, he may also give or repeat other 
instructions to avoid giving undue prominence to the additional instructions.

§ 15A-1234(c) Before the judge gives additional instructions, he must inform  the parties generally 
of the instructions he intends to give and af�ford them an opportunity to be heard. 
The parties upon request must be permitted additional argument to the jury if the 
additional instructions change, by restriction or enlargement, the permissible verdicts 
of the jury. Otherwise, the allowance of additional argument is within the discretion 
of the judge.

§ 15A-1234(d) All additional instructions must be given in open court and must be made a part of the 
record.
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1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 1978

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 c. 711, s. 1 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1234 (1977).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1234(a) (1977).
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