NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 15A-1214

CHAPTER 15A

= d

ARTICLE 72 - SELECTING AND IMPANELING THE JURY

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1214.

Selection of jurors; procedure.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . . 21 September 2026, 03:04 UTC cfb8d26c696702fae7523774 -
. . c. 711, s. 1 — first act in the f9fc2207f76cba2f757dc400 -
Carolina, as published by the .
lineage 6146caf0bb73e74c

General Assembly

§ 15A-1214(a)

§ 15A-1214(b)

§ 15A-1214(c)

§ 15A-1214(d)

The clerk, under the supervision of the presiding judge, must call jurors from the panel
by a system of random selection which precludes advance knowledge of the identity
of the next juror to be called. When a juror is called and he is assigned to the jury box,

he retains the seat assigned until excused.

The judge must inform the prospective jurors of the case in accordance with G.S.
15A-1213. He may briefly question prospective jurors individually or as a group
concerning general fitness and competency to determine whether there is cause why

they should not serve as jurors in the case.

The prosecutor and the defense counsel, or the defendant if not represented by
counsel, may personally question prospective jurors individually concerning their f -
itness and competency to serve as jurors in the case to determine whether there is
a basis for a challenge for cause or whether to exercise a peremptory challenge. The
prosecution or defense is not foreclosed from asking a question merely because the

court has previously asked the same or similar question.

The prosecutor must conduct his examination of the first 12 jurors seated and make
his challenges for cause and exercise his peremptory challenges. If the judge allows
a challenge for cause, or if a peremptory challenge is exercised, the clerk must
immediately call a replacement into the box. When the prosecutor is satisfied with
the 12 in the box, they must then be tendered to the defendant. Until the prosecutor
indicates his satisfaction, he may make a challenge for cause or exercise a peremptory

challenge to strike any juror, whether an original or replacement juror.
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§ 15A-1214(e)

§ 15A-1214(f)

§ 15A-1214(g)

§ 15A-1214(h)

§ 15A-1214(i)

Each defendant must then conduct his examination of the jurors tendered him, making
his challenges for cause and his peremptory challenges. If a juror is excused, no
replacement may be called until all defendants have indicated satisfaction with those
remaining, at which time the clerk must call replacements for the jurors excused.
The judge in his discretion must determine order of examination among multiple

defendants.

Upon the calling of replacement jurors, the prosecutor must examine the replacement
jurors and indicate satisfaction with a completed panel of 12 before the replacement
jurors are tendered to a defendant. Only replacement jurors may be examined and

challenged. This procedure is repeated until all parties have accepted 12 jurors.

If at any time after a juror has been accepted by a party, and before the jury is
impaneled, it is discovered that the juror has made an incorrect statement during voir

dire or that some other good reason exists:

(1) The judge may examine, or permit counsel to examine, the juror to determine

whether there is a basis for challenge for cause.

(2) If the judge determines there is a basis for challenge for cause, he must excuse

the juror or sustain any challenge for cause that has been made.

&) If the judge determines there is no basis for challenge for cause, any party who

has not exhausted his peremptory challenges may challenge the juror.

Any replacement juror called is subject to examination, challenge for cause, and

peremptory challenge as any other unaccepted juror.

In order for a defendant to seek reversal of the case on appeal on the ground that the

judge refused to allow a challenge made for cause, he must have:
(1) Exhausted the peremptory challenges available to him;
(2) Renewed his challenge as provided in subsection (i) of this section; and

(3) Had his renewal motion denied as to the juror in question.

A party who has exhausted his peremptory challenges may move orally or in writing

to renew a challenge for cause previously denied if the party either:

(1) Had peremptorily challenged the juror; or
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(2) States in the motion that he would have challenged that juror peremptorily had

his challenges not been exhausted.

The judge may reconsider his denial of the challenge for cause, reconsidering facts and

arguments previously adduced or taking cognizance of additional facts and arguments

presented. If upon reconsideration the judge determines that the juror should have

been excused for cause, he must allow the party an additional peremptory challenge.

In capital cases the trial judge for good cause shown may direct that jurors be selected

one at a time, in which case each juror must first be passed by the State. These jurors

may be sequestered before and after selection.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 1978
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1977 c.711,s. 1 SIS

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-1213 (b) "of the case in accordance with"
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