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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 58 - PROCEDURES RELATING TO GUILTY PLEAS IN SUPERIOR COURT

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1023.

Action by judge in plea arrangements
relating to sentence; no approval required
when arrangement does not relate to
sentence.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 06:38 UTC 8b33fac02d2foff92a4b40db -
. . S.L.2009-179, s. 1 — fourth act 56bec3927d88f0957f218fdf -
Carolina, as published by the . )
in the lineage 4437ecfe4a209cke
General Assembly
§ 15A-1023(a) If the parties have agreed upon a plea arrangement pursuant to G.S. 15A-1021 in which

the prosecutor has agreed to recommend a particular sentence, they must disclose the
substance of their agreement to the judge at the time the defendant is called upon to

plead.

§ 15A-1023(b) Before accepting a plea pursuant to a plea arrangement in which the prosecutor
has agreed to recommend a particular sentence, the judge must advise the parties
whether he approves the arrangement and will dispose of the case accordingly. If
the judge rejects the arrangement, he must so inform the parties, refuse to accept
the defendant's plea of guilty or no contest, and advise the defendant personally
that neither the State nor the defendant is bound by the rejected arrangement. The
judge must advise the parties of the reasons he rejected the arrangement and af -
ford them an opportunity to modify the arrangement accordingly. Upon rejection of
the plea arrangement by the judge the defendant is entitled to a continuance until
the next session of court. A decision by the judge disapproving a plea arrangement
is not subject to appeal. If a judge rejects a plea arrangement disclosed, in open
court, pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, then the judge shall order that the
rejection be noted on the plea transcript and shall order that the plea transcript with
the notation of the rejection be made a part of the record.
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in which the prosecutor has not agreed to make any recommendations concerning

sentence, the substance of the arrangement must be disclosed to the judge at the time

the defendant is called upon to plead. The judge must accept the plea if he determines

that the plea is the product of the informed choice of the defendant and that th
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1973 1991 2009
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1973 c.1286,s.1 AL
02 1975 c. 166, s. 27 LS
e 1977 c.186 AMENDED
04 2009 S.L. 2009-179, s. 1 s
Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section
itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-1021 @ "upon a plea arrangement pursuant to"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1023 (2009).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1023(a) (2009).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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