
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 5 9 - 4 1

C H A P T E R  1 5 9
A R T I C L E  3  -  T H E  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T  B U D G E T  A N D  F I S C A L  C O N T R O L  A C T

N.C.G.S. § 159-41.

Special regulations pertaining to joint 
municipal power agencies.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

c. 685, s. 1 — first act in the 
lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:46 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

b747f189�b1ff4825�11aa7441�-

967d9e76�459bebfb�f8edfc77�-

532faca7�dd42d1f8�

§ 159-41(a) For the purposes of this Part, "joint agency" means a public body corporate and politic 
organized in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 159B, or the combination or 
recombination of any joint agencies so organized.

§ 159-41(b) Except as provided in this Part, none of the provisions of Article 3 of this Chapter 
shall apply to joint agencies. Whenever the provisions of this Part and the provisions 
of Chapter 159B of the General Statutes shall conf�lict, the provisions of Chapter 159B 
shall govern.

§ 159-41(c) Each joint agency shall operate under an annual balanced budget resolution adopted 
by the governing board and entered into the minutes. A budget is balanced when 
the sum of the appropriations is equal to the sum of estimated net revenues and 
appropriated fund balances. The budget resolution of a joint agency shall cover a f�iscal 
year beginning January 1 and ending December 31, except that the Local Government 
Commission, if it determines that a dif�ferent f�iscal year would facilitate the agency's 
f�inancial operations, may enter an order permitting an agency to operate under a f�iscal 
year other than from January 1 to December 31.

§ 159-41(d) The following directions and limitations shall bind the governing board in adopting 
the budget resolution:

(1) The full amount estimated by the f�inance of�f�icer to be required for debt service 
during the budget year shall be appropriated.
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(2) The full amount of any def�icit in each fund shall be appropriated.

(3) Suf�f�icient funds to meet the amounts to be paid during the f�iscal year under 
continuing contracts previously entered into shall be appropriated.

(4) The sum of estimated net revenue and appropriated fund balance in each fund 
shall be equal to appropriations in that fund. Appropriated fund balances in 
a fund shall not exceed the sum of cash and investments minus the sum of 
liabilities, encumbrances, and deferred revenue, as those f�igures stand at the 
close of the f�iscal year preceding the budget year.

§ 159-41(e) The governing board of the joint agency may amend the budget resolution at any 
time after its adoption and may authorize its designated f�inance of�f�icer to transfer 
moneys from one appropriation to another, subject to such limitations and procedures 
as it may prescribe. All such transfers will be reported to the governing board or its 
executive committee at its next regular meeting and shall be entered in the minutes.

§ 159-41(f) Joint agencies are subject to the following sections of Article 3 of this Chapter, to the 
same extent as a "public authority," provided, however, the term "budget ordinance" 
as used in such sections shall be interpreted for the purposes of this Part to mean the 
budget resolution of a joint agency:

(1) G.S. 159-9, provided, however, that the governing board of an agency may 
designate as budget of�f�icer someone other than a member of the governing 
board or an of�f�icer or employee of the agency.

(2) G.S. 159-12, provided, however, that the provision relating to making the budget 
available to the news media of a county shall not apply to a joint agency.

(3) G.S. 159-13.2.

(4) G.S. 159-16.

(5) G.S. 159-18.

(6) G.S. 159-19.

(7) G.S. 159-21.

(8) G.S. 159-22, provided, however, that the provision restricting transfers to funds 
maintained pursuant to G.S. 159-13(a) shall not apply to a joint agency.

(9) G.S. 159-24.

(10) G.S. 159-25.
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(11) G.S. 159-26.

(12) G.S. 159-28.

(13) G.S. 159-28.1.

(14) G.S. 159-29.

(15) G.S. 159-30.

(16) G.S. 159-31.

(17) G.S. 159-32.

(18) G.S. 159-33.

(19) G.S. 159-33.1.

(20) G.S. 159-34.

(21) G.S. 159-36.

(22) G.S. 159-38.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1980
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1979 c. 685, s. 1 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2 3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 159-9 (f)(1)
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G.S. 159-12 (f)(2)

G.S. 159-13.2 (f)(3)

G.S. 159-16 (f)(4)

G.S. 159-18 (f)(5)

G.S. 159-19 (f)(6)

G.S. 159-21 (f)(7)

G.S. 159-22 (f)(8)

G.S. 159-13(a) (f)(8) "transfers to funds maintained pursuant to"

G.S. 159-24 (f)(9)

G.S. 159-25 (f)(10)

G.S. 159-26 (f)(11)

G.S. 159-28 (f)(12)

G.S. 159-28.1 (f)(13)

G.S. 159-29 (f)(14)

G.S. 159-30 (f)(15)

G.S. 159-31 (f)(16)

G.S. 159-32 (f)(17)

G.S. 159-33 (f)(18)

G.S. 159-33.1 (f)(19)

G.S. 159-34 (f)(20)

G.S. 159-36 (f)(21)

G.S. 159-38 (f)(22)

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 159-41 (1979).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 159-41(a) (1979).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1979, c. 685, s. 1.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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