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At the date set for hearing any landowner may appear in person or by counsel and f�ile his objection in 
writing to the report of the viewers; and it shall be the duty of the court to carefully review the report of the 
viewers and the objections f�iled thereto, and make such changes as are necessary to render substantial and 
equal justice to all the landowners in the district. If, in the opinion of the court, the cost of construction, 
together with the amount of damages assessed, is not greater than the benef�its that will accrue to the land 
af�fected, the court shall conf�irm the report of the viewers. If, however, the court f�inds that the cost of 
construction, together with the damages assessed, is greater than the resulting benef�it that will accrue to the 
lands af�fected, the court shall dismiss the proceedings at the cost of the petitioners, and the sureties upon 
the bond so f�iled by them shall be liable for such costs. Provided, that the Department of Environmental 
Quality may remit and release to the petitioners the costs expended by the board on account of the engineer 
and his assistants. The court may from time to time collect from the petitioners such amounts as may be 
necessary to pay costs accruing, other than costs of the engineer and his assistants, such amounts to be 
repaid from the special tax hereby authorized.

The court shall, at the time of consideration of said report, determine whether:

The petitioners constitute a majority of the resident landowners, whose lands are adjudged to be benef�ited 
by the proposed construction work as shown in the f�inal report of the board of viewers and f�inally approved 
by the court; or

The petitioners own three f�ifths of the land area which is adjudged to be benef�ited by the proposed 
construction work as shown in the f�inal report of the board of viewers and f�inally approved by the court.

If the petitioners do not constitute either a majority of the resident landowners or own three f�ifths of the 
land as set out in subdivisions (1) or (2) above, then the proceedings shall be dismissed.
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A P P A R A T U S  I

1 2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1909 1962 2015

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1909 c. 442, s. 16 E N A C T E D

02 1915 c. 238, s. 2 A M E N D E D

03 1917 c. 152, s. 16 A M E N D E D

04 C.S. s. 5332 R E C O D I F I E D

05 1925 c. 122, s. 4 A M E N D E D

06 1959 c. 1312, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 1961 c. 1198 A M E N D E D

08 1973 c. 1262, s. 23 A M E N D E D

09 1977 c. 771, s. 4 A M E N D E D

10 1989 c. 727, s. 218(158) A M E N D E D

11 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.123 A M E N D E D

12 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(u) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 156-74 (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1909, c. 442, s. 16; 1915, c. 238, s. 2; 1917, c. 152, s. 16; C.S., s. 5332; 1925, c. 122, s. 4; 1959, c. 1312, s. 1; 1961, c. 1198; 1973, 
c. 1262, s. 23; 1977, c. 771, s. 4; 1989, c. 727, s. 218(158); 1997-443, s. 11A.123; 2015-241, s. 14.30(u).)
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