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A petition signed by a majority of the resident landowners in a proposed drainage district or by the owners of 
three f�ifths of all the land which will be af�fected or assessed for the expense of the proposed improvements 
may be f�iled in the of�f�ice of the clerk of the superior court of any county in which a part of the lands 
is located, setting forth that any specif�ic body or district of land in the county and adjoining counties, 
described in such a way as to convey an intelligent idea as to the location of such land, is subject to overf�low 
or too wet for cultivation, and the public benef�it or utility or the public health, convenience or welfare will be 
promoted by draining, ditching, or leveeing the same or by changing or improving the natural watercourses, 
and setting forth therein, as far as practicable, the starting point, route, and terminus and lateral branches, 
if necessary, of the proposed improvement.

The petition will also show whether or not the proposed drainage is for the reclamation of lands not then 
f�it for cultivation or for the improvement of land already under cultivation. It shall also state that, if a 
reclamation district is proposed to be established, such lands so reclaimed will be of such value as to justify 
the reclamation.
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6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1909 c. 442, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. s. 5314 R E C O D I F I E D

03 1921 c. 76 A M E N D E D

04 1921 Pub. Loc. 1923, c. 88, s. 2 A M E N D E D

05 1925 c. 85 A M E N D E D

06 1927 c. 98 A M E N D E D
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 156-56 (1927).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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