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The clerk of the superior court of any county in the State of North Carolina shall have jurisdiction, power 
and authority to establish levee or drainage districts either wholly or partly located in his county, and which 
shall constitute a political subdivision of the State, and to locate and establish levees, drains or canals, and 
cause to be constructed, straightened, widened or deepened, any ditch, drain or watercourse, and to build 
levees or embankments and erect tidal gates and pumping plants for the purpose of draining and reclaiming 
wet, swamp or overf�lowed land; and it is hereby declared that the drainage of swamplands and the drainage 
of surface water from agricultural lands and the reclamation of tidal marshes shall be considered a public use 
and benef�it and conducive to the public health, convenience and welfare, and that the districts heretofore 
and hereafter created under the law shall be and constitute political subdivisions of the State, with authority 
to provide by law to levy taxes and assessments for the construction and maintenance of said public works.
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3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1909 c. 442, s. 1 E N A C T E D
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03 1921 c. 7 A M E N D E D
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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