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CHAPTER 153A
ARTICLE 12 - ROADS AND BRIDGES

N.C.G.S. § 153A-241.

Closing public roads or easements.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . . 21 September 2026, 04:20 UTC 91d08a910d164b011c229749 -
c.374,s.1— eighth act in the a0b8fo0b0db7747563ch7fa3 -

Carolina, as published by the ]
lineage 51a8bbb3613b78a9
General Assembly

A county may permanently close any public road or any easement within the county and not within a city,
except public roads or easements for public roads under the control and supervision of the Department
of Transportation. The board of commissioners shall first adopt a resolution declaring its intent to close
the public road or easement and calling a public hearing on the question. The board shall cause a notice
of the public hearing reasonably calculated to give full and fair disclosure of the proposed closing to be
published once a week for three successive weeks before the hearing, a copy of the resolution to be sent
by registered or certified mail to each owner as shown on the county tax records of property adjoining the
public road or easement who did not join in the request to have the road or easement closed, and a notice of
the closing and public hearing to be prominently posted in at least two places along the road or easement.
At the hearing the board shall hear all interested persons who appear with respect to whether the closing
would be detrimental to the public interest or to any individual property rights. If, after the hearing, the
board of commissioners is satisfied that closing the public road or easement is not contrary to the public
interest and (in the case of a road) that no individual owning property in the vicinity of the road or in the
subdivision in which it is located would thereby be deprived of reasonable means of ingress and egress to
his property, the board may adopt an order closing the road or easement. A certified copy of the order (or

judgment of the court) shall be filed in the office of the register of deeds of the county.

Any person aggrieved by the closing of a public road or an easement may appeal the board of commissioners'
order to the appropriate division of the General Court of Justice within 30 days after the day the order is
adopted. The court shall hear the matter de novo and has jurisdiction to try the issues arising and to order

the road or easement closed upon proper findings of fact by the trier of fact.

No cause of action founded upon the invalidity of a proceeding taken in closing a public road or an easement

may be asserted except in an action or proceeding begun within 30 days after the day the order is adopted.

Upon the closing of a public road or an easement pursuant to this section, all right, title, and interest in
the right-of-way is vested in those persons owning lots or parcels of land adjacent to the road or easement,
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and the title of each adjoining landowner, for the width of his abutting land, extends to the center line of

the public road or easement. However, the right, title or interest vested in an adjoining landowner by this

paragraph remains subject to any public utility use or facility located on, over, or under the road or easement

immediately before its closing, until the landowner or any successor thereto pays to the utility involved the

reasonable cost of removing and relocating the facility.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1949 1972 1995
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER
oL 1949 c. 1208, ss. 1-3 ENACTED
02 1957 c.65,5. 11 AMENDED
03 1965 cc. 665, 801 AMENDED
04 1971 c. 595 AMENDED
0% 1973 ¢.507,5.5 AMENDED
o6 1973 c.822,5.1 AMENDED
o7 1977 c. 464, 5. 34 AMENDED
08 1995 c.374,5.1 AMENDED
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 153A-241 (1995).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1949, c. 1208, ss. 1-3; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1965, cc. 665, 801; 1971, c. 595; 1973, ¢. 507, 5. 5; c. 822, s. 1; 1977, c. 464, s. 34; 1995,
c.374,s.1.)
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