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A county may establish, organize, equip, support, and maintain a f�ire department; may prescribe the duties 
of the f�ire department; may provide f�inancial assistance to nonprof�it volunteer f�ire departments; may 
contract for f�ire-f�ighting or prevention services with one or more counties, cities or other units of local 
government, nonprof�it volunteer f�ire departments, or with an agency of the State government; and may 
for these purposes appropriate funds not otherwise limited as to use by law. A county shall ensure that 
any county, city or other unit of local government, or nonprof�it volunteer f�ire department with whom the 
county contracts for f�ire-f�ighting or prevention services shall obtain a criminal history record check for 
an applicant over the age of 18 prior to of�fering that applicant a paid or volunteer position providing f�-
ire-f�ighting or prevention services. The criminal history record check shall be conducted and evaluated as 
provided in G.S. 143B-1209.23 [G.S. 143B-1209.24], or, if an applicant has been a resident of North Carolina 
for over f�ive years and reports no charges or convictions on the application, the record check requirement 
of this section may be conducted through the county clerk of court or a third-party vendor. The county may 
also designate f�ire districts or parts of existing districts and prescribe the boundaries thereof for insurance 
grading purposes.
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7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1945 c. 244 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 822, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1977 c. 158 A M E N D E D

04 2022 S.L. 2022-8, s. 3(b) A M E N D E D

05 2023 S.L. 2023-104, s. 2 A M E N D E D

06 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 19F.4(v) A M E N D E D

07 2024 S.L. 2024-29, s. 12.1 A M E N D E D
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 143B-1209.23 "conducted and evaluated as provided in"

G.S. 143B-1209.24 "as provided in G.S. 143B-1209.23 ["
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 153A-233 (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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