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ARTICLE 10 - LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CONFINEMENT FACILITIES

N.C.G.S. § 153A-229.2.

Care for female incarcerated persons
related to pregnancy, childbirth, and
postpartum recovery.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 04:22 UTC b08d5c8d035a642791ea4bck -
g 3 No amendment history on 475256e0959bfcbBad9545S -
Carolina, as published by the
record €342cd6606ab5850

General Assembly

§ 153A-229.2(a)

Limitation on Use of Restraints. - Except as otherwise provided in this subsection,
facility employees shall not apply restraints on a pregnant female incarcerated person
during the second and third trimester of pregnancy, during labor and delivery, and

during the postpartum recovery period.

A female incarcerated person who is in the postpartum recovery period may only
be restrained if a facility employee makes an individualized determination that an
important circumstance exists. In this case, only wrist handcuffs held in front of the
female incarcerated person's body may be used and only when she is ambulatory.
The facility employee ordering use of restraints on any female incarcerated person
while in the postpartum recovery period shall submit a written report to the sherif -
f or administrator of the local confinement facility within five days following the
use of restraints. The report shall contain the justification for restraining the female

incarcerated person during postpartum recovery.

Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the use of handcuffs or wrist restraints held
in front of the female incarcerated person's body when in transport outside of the local
confinement facility, except that these restraints shall not be used in transport when

the female incarcerated person is in labor or is suspected to be in labor.

Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the use of medical restraints by a licensed
health care professional to ensure the medical safety of a pregnant female incarcerated

person.
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Body Cavity Searches. - No facility employee, other than a certified health care
professional, shall conduct body cavity searches of a female incarcerated person
who is pregnant or in the postpartum recovery period unless the facility employee
has probable cause to believe that the female incarcerated person is concealing
contraband that presents an immediate threat of harm to the female incarcerated
person, the fetus, or another person. In this case, the facility employee shall submit a
written report to the sheriff or administrator of the local confinement facility within
five days following the body cavity search, containing the justification for the body

cavity search and the presence or absence of any contraband.

Nutrition. - The sheriff or the administrator of the local confinement facility shall
ensure that pregnant female incarcerated persons are provided sufficient food and
dietary supplements and are provided access to food at appropriate times of day,
as ordered by a physician, a physician staff member, or a local confinement facility
nutritionist in accordance with the guidelines for women who are pregnant or
lactating as set forth in the most recent edition of Dietary Guidelines for Americans
published by the United States Department of Health and Human Services and the
United States Department of Agriculture. Orders by a physician or physician staf -
f regarding dietary needs or restrictions for any particular pregnant incarcerated
person shall take precedence over the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. While in the
hospital, pregnant female incarcerated persons and female incarcerated persons in
the postpartum recovery period shall have access to the full range of meal options
provided by the hospital to ensure that each meal meets the female incarcerated

person's nutritional needs.

Restrictive Housing. - The sheriff or the administrator of the local confinement facility
shall not place any pregnant female incarcerated person, or any female incarcerated
person who is in the postpartum recovery period, in restrictive housing unless a
local confinement facility employee makes an individualized determination that an
important circumstance exists. In this case, the facility employee authorizing the
placement of the female incarcerated person in restrictive housing shall submit a
written report to the sheriff or administrator of the local confinement facility within
five days following the transfer. The report shall contain the justification for confining

the female incarcerated person in restrictive housing.

Bed Assignments. - The sheriff or the administrator of the local confinement facility

shall not assign any female incarcerated person who is pregnant or in postpartum
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recovery to any bed that is elevated more than 3 feet from the floor of the local conf -

inement facility.

Cost of Care. - While a pregnant female incarcerated person is incarcerated, the
pregnant female incarcerated person shall be provided necessary prenatal, labor, and

delivery care as needed at no cost to the pregnant female incarcerated person.

Bonding Period. - Following the delivery of a newborn by a female incarcerated person,
the administrator of the local confinement facility shall permit the newborn to remain
with the female incarcerated person while the female incarcerated person is in the
hospital, unless the medical provider has a reasonable belief that remaining with the

female incarcerated person poses a health or safety risk to the newborn.

Nutritional and Hygiene Products During the Postpartum Period. - During the
period of postpartum recovery, the sheriff or administrator of the local conf -
inement facility shall make available the necessary nutritional and hygiene products,
including sanitary napkins, underwear, and hygiene products for the postpartum
female incarcerated person. The products shall be provided at no cost to the female

incarcerated person.

Reporting. - The sheriff or administrator of the local confinement facility shall compile
a monthly summary of all written reports received pursuant to this section and
G.S. 148-25.3. (2021-143, 5. 3(a); 2022-74, 5. 9K.2(b).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 148-25.3 U] "received pursuant to this section and”

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 b08d5¢8d...ab5850



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 153A-229.2

APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 153A-229.2 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 153A-229.2(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 b08d5¢8d...ab5850




