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Any person convicted of a criminal of�fense and sentenced to death shall be executed in accordance with 
G.S. 15-188 and the remainder of this Article. The default method of executing a death sentence shall be as 
described in G.S. 15-188(a). However, if the method adopted in G.S. 15-188(a) is declared unconstitutional 
by a North Carolina court of competent jurisdiction then the provisions in G.S. 15-188(b) shall apply. The 
warden of Central Prison may obtain and employ the drugs and equipment necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this Article, regardless of contrary provisions in Chapter 90 of the General Statutes; however, if 
the method of executing a death under G.S. 15-188(a) is unavailable for any other reason, then the provisions 
in G.S. 15-188(b) shall apply.
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7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1909 1967 2025
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1909 ch. 443, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. s. 4657 R E C O D I F I E D

03 1935 c. 294, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1983 c. 678, ss. 1, 4 A M E N D E D
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05 1998 S.L. 1998-212, s. 17.22(a) A M E N D E D

06 2015 S.L. 2015-198, s. 5 A M E N D E D

07 2025 S.L. 2025-93, s. 6.5(a) A M E N D E D
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3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 15-188 "shall be executed in accordance with"

G.S. 15-188(a) "sentence shall be as described in"

G.S. 15-188(b) "competent jurisdiction then the provisions in"
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15-187 (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
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The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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(1909, ch. 443, s. 1; C.S., s. 4657; 1935, c. 294, s. 1; 1983, c. 678, ss. 1, 4; 1998-212, s. 17.22(a); 2015-198, s. 5; 2025-93, s. 6.5(a).)
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