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CHAPTER 148
ARTICLE 3 - LABOR OF PRISONERS

N.C.G.S. § 148-45.

Escaping or attempting escape from State
prison system; failure of conditionally and
temporarily released prisoners and certain
youthful offenders to return to custody of
Division of Prisons of the Department of
Adult Correction.
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§ 148-45(a) Any person in the custody of the Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult

Correction in any of the classifications hereinafter set forth who shall escape from the
State prison system, shall for the first such offense, except as provided in subsection

(g) of this section, be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor:
(1) A prisoner serving a sentence imposed upon conviction of a misdemeanor;

(2) A person who has been charged with a misdemeanor and who has been
committed to the custody of the Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult

Correction under the provisions of G.S. 162-39;
3) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 226, s. 4.

(4) A person who shall have been convicted of a misdemeanor and who shall
have been committed to the Division of Prisons of the Department of
Adult Correction for presentence diagnostic study under the provisions of
G.S. 15A-1332(c).
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§ 148-45(b)

CLASS H FELONY

§ 148-45(c)

§ 148-45(d)

§ 148-45(e)

§ 148-45(f)

§ 148-45(g)

Any person in the custody of the Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult
Correction, in any of the classifications hereinafter set forth, who shall escape from
the State prison system, shall, except as provided in subsection (g) of this section, be

punished as a Class H felon:
(1) A prisoner serving a sentence imposed upon conviction of a felony;

(2) A person who has been charged with a felony and who has been committed to
the custody of the Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult Correction
under the provisions of G.S. 162-39;

(3) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 226, s. 5.

(*) A person who shall have been convicted of a felony and who shall have been
committed to the Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult Correction

for presentence diagnostic study under the provisions of G.S. 15A-1332(c); or

(5) Any person previously convicted of escaping or attempting to escape from the

State prison system.
Repealed by Session Laws 1979, c. 760, s. 5.

Any person who aids or assists other persons to escape or attempt to escape from the

State prison system shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
Repealed by Session Laws 1983, c. 465, s. 5.

Any person convicted of an escape or attempt to escape classified as a felony by this
section shall be immediately classified and treated as a convicted felon even if such
person has time remaining to be served in the State prison system on a sentence or

sentences imposed upon conviction of a misdemeanor or misdemeanors.

(1)Any person convicted and in the custody of the Division of Prisons of the
Department of Adult Correction and ordered or otherwise assigned to work under
the work-release program, G.S. 148-33.1, or any convicted person in the custody of the
Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult Correction and temporarily allowed to
leave a place of confinement by the Secretary of the Department of Adult Correction
or his designee or other authority of law, who shall fail to return to the custody of the
Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult Correction, shall be guilty of the crime
of escape and subject to the applicable provisions of this section and shall be deemed

an escapee. For the purpose of this subsection, escape is defined to include, but is not
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
24 ACTS

restricted to, willful failure to return to an appointed place and at an appointed time

as ordered.

(2) If a person, who would otherwise be guilty of a first violation of
G.S. 148-45(g)(1), voluntarily returns to his place of confinement within 24
hours of the time at which he was ordered to return, such person shall not
be charged with an escape as provided in this section but shall be subject to
such administrative action as may be deemed appropriate for an escapee by the
Division of Prisons of the Department of Adult Correction; said escapee shall
not be allowed to be placed on work release for a four-month period or for the
balance of his term if less than four months; provided, however, that if such
person commits a subsequent violation of this section then such person shall
be charged with that offense and, if convicted, punished under the provisions

of this section.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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oL 1933 c.172,5. 26 ENACTED
02 1955 c. 279, 5.2 AMENDED
03 1963 c. 681 AMENDED
04 1965 c.283 AMENDED
05 1967 c.996,s.13 AMENDED
06 1973 c. 1120 AMENDED
o7 1973 c. 1262,5.10 AMENDED
o8 1975 cc. 170, 241, 705 AMENDED
09 1975 €. 770,ss.1,2 AMENDED
10 1977 c.732,85.3,4 AMENDED
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
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appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 162-39 @02 "Adult Correction under the provisions of”'
G.S. 15A-1332(c) @) "diagnostic study under the provisions of "
G.S. 148-33.1 ® "to work under the work-release program,”
G.S. 148-45(g)(1) @@ "guilty of a first violation of"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 148-45 (2021).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 148-45(a) (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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