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The executive department shall consist of a Governor, a Lieutenant Governor, a Secretary of State, an 
Auditor, a Treasurer, a Superintendent of Public Instruction, an Attorney General, a Commissioner of 
Agriculture, a Commissioner of Insurance, and a Commissioner of Labor, who shall be elected for a term 
of four years, by the qualif�ied electors of the State, at the same time and places, and in the same manner, 
as members of the General Assembly are elected. Their term of of�f�ice shall commence on the f�irst day of 
January next after their election and continue until their successors are elected and qualif�ied. The persons 
having the highest number of votes, respectively, shall be declared duly elected, but if two or more be equal 
and highest in votes for the same of�f�ice, then one of them shall be chosen by joint ballot of both houses 
of the General Assembly. Contested elections shall be determined by a joint ballot of both houses of the 
General Assembly in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. (Const., art. 3, ss. 1, 3; 1897, c. 1, ss. 1, 2, 3; 
Rev., s. 5326; C.S., s. 7627; 1931, c. 312, s. 5; 1953, c. 2; 1981, c. 504, s. 7; 1985, c. 563, s. 12.)
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 2bc3d002…ba1adc


