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§ 147-11.1(a) Lieutenant Governor. -

(1) The Lieutenant Governor-elect shall become Governor upon the failure of the 
Governor-elect to qualify. The Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor 
upon the death, resignation, or removal from of�f�ice of the Governor. The 
further order of succession to the of�f�ice of Governor shall be prescribed by law. 
A successor shall serve for the remainder of the term of the Governor whom he 
succeeds and until a new Governor is elected and qualif�ied.

(2) During the absence of the Governor from the State, or during  the physical 
or mental incapacity of the Governor to perform the duties of his of�f�ice, the 
Lieutenant Governor shall be Acting Governor. The further order of succession 
as Acting Governor shall be prescribed by law.

§ 147-11.1(b) President of Senate, Speaker of the House and Other Of�f�icers. -

(1) If, by reason of failure to qualify, death, resignation, or removal from of�f�ice, 
there is neither a Governor nor a Lieutenant Governor to discharge the powers 
and duties of the of�f�ice of Governor, then the President of the Senate shall, upon 
his resignation as President of the Senate and as Senator, become Governor.
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(2) If, at the time when under subdivision (1) of this subsection the President 
of the Senate is to become Governor, there is no President of the Senate, or 
the President of the Senate fails to qualify as Governor, then the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives shall, upon his resignation as Speaker and as 
Representative, become Governor.

(3) If, at the time when under subdivision (2) of this subsection the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives is to become Governor, there is no Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
fails to qualify as Governor, then that of�f�icer of the State of North Carolina 
who is highest on the following list, and who is not under disability to serve 
as Governor, shall, upon his resignation of the of�f�ice which places him in the 
order of succession, become Governor: Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Attorney General, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Commissioner of Labor, and Commissioner of Insurance.

§ 147-11.1(c) Acting Governor Generally. -

(1) If, by reason of absence from the State or physical or mental incapacity, there 
is neither a Governor nor a Lieutenant Governor qualif�ied to discharge the 
powers and duties of the of�f�ice of Governor, then the President of the Senate 
shall become Acting Governor.

(2) If, at the time when under subdivision (1) of this subsection the President of the 
Senate is to become Acting Governor, there is no President of the Senate, or the 
President of the Senate fails to qualify as Acting Governor, then the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives shall become Acting Governor.

(3) If, at the time when under subdivision (2) of this subsection the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives is to become Acting Governor, there is no Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
fails to qualify as Acting Governor, then that of�f�icer of the State of North 
Carolina who is highest on the following list, and who is not under disability to 
serve  as Acting Governor, shall become Acting Governor: Secretary of State, 
Auditor, Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Attorney General, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Commissioner of Labor, and Commissioner of 
Insurance.

§ 147-11.1(d) Governor Serving under Subsection (c). - An individual serving as Acting Governor 
under subsection (c) of this section shall continue to act for the remainder of the term 

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 0af01297…ac5764



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 4 7 - 1 1 . 1

of the Governor whom he succeeds and until a new Governor is elected and qualif�ied, 
except that:

(1) If his tenure as Acting Governor is founded in whole or in part upon the absence 
of both the Governor and Lieutenant Governor from the State, then he shall act 
only until the Governor or Lieutenant Governor returns to the State; and

(2) If his tenure as Acting Governor is founded in whole or in part upon the 
physical or mental incapacity of the Governor or Lieutenant Governor, then he 
shall act only until the removal of the incapacity of the Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor.

§ 147-11.1(e) Of�f�icers to Which Subsections (b), (c) and (d) Applicable. - Subsections (b), (c), and 
(d) of this section shall apply only to such of�f�icers as are eligible to the of�f�ice of 
Governor under the Constitution of North Carolina, and only to of�f�icers who are not 
under impeachment by the House of Representatives at the time they are to become 
Governor or Acting Governor.

§ 147-11.1(f) Compensation of Acting Governor. - During the period that any  individual serves as 
Acting Governor under subsection (c) of this section, his compensation shall be at the 
rate then provided by law in the case of the Governor.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1961 1962

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1961 c. 992, s. 1 E N A C T E D
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