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§ 143B-216.34(a) There is established an assistive equipment loan program for the deaf, hard of 
hearing, and speech impaired to be developed, administered, and implemented by the 
Division of Services for the Deaf and the Hard of Hearing. The assistive equipment 
loan program supplements the telecommunications equipment distribution program 
established pursuant to G.S. 62-157.

§ 143B-216.34(b) The Division shall develop rules for the distribution of the communications and 
alerting equipment and shall determine performance standards. The Division shall 
select equipment for distribution to qualifying recipients. The equipment discussed in 
this section shall be leased at no cost to qualifying recipients for a period of time up to 
and not exceeding two years. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the renewal 
of any lease previously executed with a qualif�ied recipient. In addition, the Division 
shall provide consultative services and training to those individuals and organizations 
utilizing communications and alerting equipment pursuant to this section.

§ 143B-216.34(c) The central communications of�f�ice of each county sherif�f's of�f�ice shall purchase 
and continually operate at least one telecommunications device that is functionally 
equivalent in providing equal access to services for individuals who are deaf, hard of 
hearing, deaf-blind, and speech impaired.
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The central communications of�f�ice of each police department and f�iref�ighting agency 
in municipalities with a population exceeding 250,000 persons shall purchase and 
continually operate at least two such devices.

§ 143B-216.34(d) Each public  safety  of�f�ice,  health  care  facility  (including hospitals  and urgent 
care facilities),  and the 911 emergency number system is required to obtain a 
telecommunications device that is functionally equivalent in providing equal access to 
services for individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, and speech impaired pursuant 
to this section and shall continually operate and staf�f the equipment during hours of 
operation, including up to 24 hours.
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3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 62-157 (a) "equipment distribution program established pursuant to"
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