
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 4 3 B - 1 7 1 6

C H A P T E R  1 4 3 B
A R T I C L E  1 7  -  S TAT E  H I G H W AY PAT R O L

N.C.G.S. § 143B-1716.

Duties of Highway Patrol.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2024-57, s. 3E.1(p) — 
fifteenth act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 02:54 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

619c17ca�b7278e09�5f71f3b5�-

3667604b�5863ee04�fcfb7c87�-

ea966920�dcc18f91�

The State Highway Patrol shall be subject to such orders, rules and regulations as may be adopted by the 
Commander, with the approval of the Governor, and shall regularly patrol the highways of the State and 
enforce all laws and regulations respecting travel and the use of vehicles upon the highways of the State 
and all laws for the protection of the highways of the State. To this end, the members of the Patrol are given 
the power and authority of peace of�f�icers for the service of any warrant or other process issuing from any of 
the courts of the State having criminal jurisdiction, and are likewise authorized to arrest without warrant 
any person who, in the presence of said of�f�icers, is engaged in the violation of any of the laws of the State 
regulating travel and the use of vehicles upon the highways, or of laws with respect to the protection of 
the highways, and they shall have jurisdiction anywhere within the State, irrespective of county lines. The 
State Highway Patrol shall enforce the provisions of G.S. 14-399.

The State Highway Patrol shall have full power and authority to perform such additional duties as peace 
of�f�icers as may from time to time be directed by the Governor, and such of�f�icers may at any time and without 
special authority, either upon their own motion or at the request of any sherif�f or local police authority, 
arrest persons accused of highway robbery, bank robbery, murder, or other crimes of violence.

The Commander shall direct the of�f�icers and members of the State Highway Patrol in the performance of 
such other duties as may be required for the enforcement of the motor vehicle laws of the State.

Members of the State Highway Patrol, in addition to the duties, power and authority hereinbefore given, 
shall have the authority throughout the State of North Carolina of any police of�f�icer in respect to making 
arrests for any crimes committed in their presence and shall have authority to make arrests for any crime 
committed on any highway.

Regardless of territorial jurisdiction, any member of the State Highway Patrol who initiates an investigation 
of an accident or collision may not relinquish responsibility for completing the investigation, or for f�-
iling criminal charges as appropriate, without clear assurance that another law-enforcement of�f�icer or 
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agency has fully undertaken responsibility, and in such cases he shall render reasonable assistance to the 
succeeding of�f�icer or agency if requested.

The State Highway Patrol recognizes the need to utilize private wrecker services to remove vehicles 
from public roadways as part of its public safety responsibility. In order to assure that this public safety 
responsibility is accomplished, the Troop Commander shall include on the Highway Patrol's rotation 
wrecker list only those wrecker services which agree in writing to impose reasonable charges for work 
performed and present one bill to the owner or operator of any towed vehicle. Towing, storage, and related 
fees charged may not be greater than fees charged for the same service for nonrotation calls that provide 
the same service, labor, and conditions.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1929 1977 2024
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1929 c. 218, s. 4 E N A C T E D

02 1933 c. 214, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

03 1935 c. 324, s. 3 A M E N D E D

04 1939 c. 387, s. 2 A M E N D E D

05 1941 c. 36 A M E N D E D

06 1945 c. 1048 A M E N D E D

07 1947 c. 1067, s. 20 A M E N D E D

08 1973 c. 689 A M E N D E D

09 1975 c. 716, s. 5 A M E N D E D

10 1977 c. 70, ss. 10, 13 A M E N D E D

11 1977 c. 887, s. 3 A M E N D E D

12 2009 S.L. 2009-461, s. 3 A M E N D E D

13 2011 S.L. 2011-145, s. 19.1(g) A M E N D E D
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14 2011 recodif�ied from N.C. Gen. Stat. 20-188 by 
2024-57, s. 3E.1(i)

A M E N D E D

15 2024 S.L. 2024-57, s. 3E.1(p) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 14-399 "Patrol shall enforce the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-1716 (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1929, c. 218, s. 4; 1933, c. 214, ss. 1, 2; 1935, c. 324, s. 3; 1939, c. 387, s. 2; 1941, c. 36; 1945, c. 1048; 1947, c. 1067, s. 20; 1973, 
c. 689; 1975, c. 716, s. 5; 1977, c. 70, ss. 10, 13; c. 887, s. 3; 2009-461, s. 3; 2011-145, s. 19.1(g); recodif�ied from N.C. Gen. Stat. 
20-188 by 2024-57, s. 3E.1(i); 2024-57, s. 3E.1(p).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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