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§ 143B-1700(a) There is established the State Highway Patrol. The head of the State Highway Patrol 
is the Commander of the State Highway Patrol (Commander).

§ 143B-1700(b) The Commander shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of f�ive years subject 
to conf�irmation by the General Assembly by joint resolution. The f�irst full f�ive-year 
term shall begin July 1, 2025. The Commander shall be appointed by the Governor 
from the uniformed members of the North Carolina State Highway Patrol who have 
met all requirements for employment within the Patrol, including completion of the 
basic Patrol school, and the Commander's rank shall be designated by the Governor.

The Governor shall submit the name of the person to be appointed, for conf�irmation 
by the General Assembly, to the General Assembly by May 1 of the year in which 
the Commander is to be appointed. If the Governor does not submit the name by 
that date, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives shall submit a name to the General Assembly on or before May 
15 of the same year. The appointment shall then be made by enactment of a bill. 
The bill shall state the name of the person being appointed, the of�f�ice to which 
the appointment is being made, the ef�fective date of the appointment, the date of 
expiration of the term, the residence of the appointee, and that the appointment is 
made upon the joint recommendation of the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. Nothing precludes any member of 
the General Assembly from proposing an amendment to any bill making such an 
appointment. If there is no vacancy in the of�f�ice of the Commander of the State 
Highway Patrol and a bill that would conf�irm the appointment of the person as 
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Commander fails a reading in either chamber of the General Assembly, then the 
Governor shall submit a new name within 30 days.

§ 143B-1700(c) In case of a vacancy in the of�f�ice of Commander of the State Highway Patrol for any 
reason prior to the expiration of the Commander's term of of�f�ice, the name of the 
Commander's successor shall be submitted by the Governor to the General Assembly 
not later than 60 days after the vacancy arises. If a vacancy arises in the of�f�ice when 
the General Assembly is not in session, an acting Commander shall be appointed by 
the Governor to serve pending conf�irmation by the General Assembly. However, in no 
event shall an acting Commander serve (i) for more than 12 months without General 
Assembly conf�irmation or (ii) after a bill that would conf�irm the appointment of the 
person as Commander fails a reading in either chamber of the General Assembly.

§ 143B-1700(d) The powers and duties of the chiefs, directors, and the divisions of the State Highway 
Patrol shall be subject to the direction and control of the Commander of the State 
Highway Patrol.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1935 1980 2024
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1935 c. 324, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1939 c. 387, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1941 c. 36 A M E N D E D

04 1975 c. 716, s. 5 A M E N D E D

05 1977 c. 70, ss. 13, 14, 15 A M E N D E D

06 2011 S.L. 2011-145, s. 19.1(g), (hh) A M E N D E D

07 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 16A.7(i) A M E N D E D

08 2015 recodif�ied from N.C. Gen. Stat. 20-184 by 
2024-57, s. 3E.1(g)

A M E N D E D
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09 2024 S.L. 2024-57, s. 3E.1(p) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-1700 (2024).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-1700(a) (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1935, c. 324, s. 2; 1939, c. 387, s. 1; 1941, c. 36; 1975, c. 716, s. 5; 1977, c. 70, ss. 13, 14, 15; 2011-145, s. 19.1(g), (hh); 2015-241, 
s. 16A.7(i); recodif�ied from N.C. Gen. Stat. 20-184 by 2024-57, s. 3E.1(g); 2024-57, s. 3E.1(p).)
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