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CHAPTER 143B
ARTICLE 3 - DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

N.C.G.S. § 143B-157.

Commission for the Blind - creation,
powers and duties.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:20 UTC d0363c10ch32e684627d2ac2 -
S.L. 2015-241, s. 15.11(e) — be5570f4a814609026084bbe -

Carolina, as published by the ) . .
fifth act in the lineage 176bad7088e9c8c6
General Assembly

There is recreated the Commission for the Blind of the Department of Health and Human Services with
the power and duty to adopt rules governing the conduct of the State's rehabilitative programs for the blind

that are necessary to carry out the provisions and purposes of this Article.

The Commission shall adopt rules that are necessary and desirable for the programs administered by the
Department of Health and Human Services as provided in Chapter 111 of the General Statutes of North

Carolina.
Repealed by Session Laws 1993, c. 561, s. 89(a).

The Commission shall adopt rules, not inconsistent with the laws of this State, that are required by the
federal government for grants-in-aid for rehabilitative purposes for the blind that may be made available to
the State from the federal government. This section is to be liberally construed in order that the State and

its citizens may benefit from such grants-in-aid.

The Commission shall review, analyze, and advise the Department regarding the performance of its
responsibilities under the federal rehabilitation program in which the State participates, as it relates to

the provision of services to the blind, particularly its responsibilities relating to the following:
a.Eligibility for the program;
b.The extent, scope, and effectiveness of the services provided; and

c.The functions performed by the Department that affect, or that have the potential to affect, the ability
of individuals who are blind or visually impaired to achieve rehabilitative goals and objectives under the

federal rehabilitation program;
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The Commission shall advise the Department regarding preparation of applications, the State Plan,
amendments to this plan, the State needs assessments, and the evaluations required by the federal
rehabilitation program; and in partnership with the Department develop, agree to, and review State goals

and priorities;

The Commission shall, to the extent feasible, conduct a review and analysis (i) of the effectiveness of,
and consumer satisfaction with, the functions performed by the Department and other public and private
entities responsible for performing functions for individuals who are blind or visually impaired, and (ii)
of vocational rehabilitation services provided or paid for from funds made available through other public
or private sources and provided by State agencies and other public and private entities responsible for

providing vocational rehabilitation services to individuals who are blind or visually impaired;

The Commission shall prepare and submit an annual report to the Governor, the Secretary, and the federal

rehabilitation program, and make the report available to the public;

The Commission shall coordinate with other councils within the State, including the statewide Independent
Living Council established under section 705 of the federal Rehabilitation Act, 29 U.S.C. § 720, et seq.,
the advisory panel established under section 612(a)(21) of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1413(A)(12), the Council on Developmental Disabilities described in section 124 of the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. § 6024, the State Mental Health
Planning Council established pursuant to section 1916(e) of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. §
300x-4(e), and the NCWorks Commission;

The Commission shall advise the Department and provide for coordination with, and establishment of

working relationships between, the Department and the Independent Living Council;

The Commission shall prepare, in conjunction with the Department, a plan for the provision of those
resources, including staff and other personnel, that are necessary to carry out the Commission's function
under this Part. The resource plan shall, to the maximum extent possible, rely on the use of resources in
existence during the period of implementation of the plan. The agreed-upon resources shall be provided
pursuant to G.S. 143B-14. To the extent that there is a disagreement between the Commission and the
Department with regard to the resources necessary to carry out the functions of the Commission required
by this Part, the Governor shall resolve the disagreement. The Department or other State agency shall not
assign any other duties to the staff and other personnel who are assisting the Commission in carrying out

its duties that would create a conflict of interest;

The Commission shall adopt rules consistent with the provisions of this Chapter. All rules not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Chapter heretofore adopted by the North Carolina State Commission for the
Blind shall remain in full force and effect unless and until repealed or superseded by action of the recreated
Commission for the Blind. All rules adopted by the Commission shall be enforced by the Department of
Health and Human Services.
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END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |
5 ACTS

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 1 1
1973 1994 2015

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o 1973 c. 476,5.139 ENACTED
02 1993 c. 561, s. 89(a) AMENDED
L) 1997 S.L. 1997-443, 5. 11A.118(a) AMENDED
o4 2000 S.L. 2000-121, ss. 29, 30 AMENDED
08 2015 S.L.2015-241, 5. 15.11(e) AMENDED

APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 143B-14 (null)(3g) "resources shall be provided pursuant to"
APPARATUS Il o o

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-157 (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1973, c. 476, s. 139; 1993, c. 561, s. 89(a); 1997-443, s. 11A.118(a); 2000-121, ss. 29, 30; 2015-241, s. 15.11(e).)
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