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In consultation with university system and community college horticulture programs and the North 
Carolina Forestry Association, the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources shall require the use 
of seeds and plants the U.S. Department of Agriculture has classif�ied as native to a state or county 
in the Southeastern United States, including cultivars and varieties thereof that were not bred to have 
reduced reproductive structures, with a strong preference for plants the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
has classif�ied as native to North Carolina, on all lands that are part of the State Parks System as def�ined in 
G.S. 143B-135.44. Exempt from this requirement are (i) nonnative seeds and plants used in landscaping for 
locations where the primary purpose is crop cultivation, crop and horticulture research, science, botanical 
gardens, plantings for wildlife by the Wildlife Resources Commission, and zoos and (ii) nonnative turf 
grass. For purposes of this section, the Southeastern United States means the states of Alabama, Georgia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and the following counties in Florida: Bay, Calhoun, 
Escambia, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Walton, and Washington.  (2023-134, s. 41.8(b).)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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