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CHAPTER 143B
ARTICLE 2 - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143B-135.16.

Control over State parks; operation of
public service facilities; concessions to
private concerns; authority to charge fees
and adopt rules.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 05:13 UTC f6f60524383ce4585efcb08d -
_ , S.L. 2023-70, s. 4(a) — 74763610a282365¢167159856 -
Carolina, as published by the . . .
twentieth act in the lineage ba66516636f3dd30
General Assembly
§ 143B-135.16(a) The Department shall make reasonable rules governing the use by the public of State
LR ECHION parks and State lakes under its charge. These rules shall be posted in conspicuous

places on and adjacent to the properties of the State and at the courthouse of the
county or counties in which the properties are located. A violation of these rules is
punishable as a Class 3 misdemeanor. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
violations of rules regarding the following shall be punishable as an infraction and

carry a penalty of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00):
(1) Parking a motor vehicle outside of a designated area.

(2) Persons using skateboards, rollerblades, roller skates, or similar devices in

prohibited areas.
(3) Persons bathing animals or washing clothes or motor vehicles.

(4) Persons bathing, wading, surfing, diving, scuba diving, or swimming in

undesignated areas.

(5) Persons carrying or depositing glass, crockery, or any metallic substance on a

swimming area or beach.

(6) Persons using boats, rafts, surfboards, personal watercraft, canoes, or other
vessels in designated swimming areas.
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§ 143B-135.16(b)

§ 143B-135.16(c)

§ 143B-135.16(d)

§ 143B-135.16(e)

(@) Persons fishing in nondesignated areas.

A person found responsible for a violation carrying a penalty of an infraction of this

section shall not be assessed court costs for the infraction.

The Department may adopt rules under which the Secretary may issue a special-use
permit authorizing the use of pyrotechnics in State parks in connection with public
exhibitions. The rules shall require that experts supervise the use of pyrotechnics
and that written authorization for the use of pyrotechnics be obtained from the
board of commissioners of the county in which the pyrotechnics are to be used,
as provided in G.S. 14-410. The Secretary may impose any conditions on a permit
that the Secretary determines to be necessary to protect public health, safety, and
welfare. These conditions shall include a requirement that the permittee execute
an indemnification agreement with the Department and obtain general liability
insurance covering personal injury and property damage that may result from the use

of pyrotechnics with policy limits determined by the Secretary.

The Department may construct, operate, and maintain within the State parks,
State lakes, and other areas under its charge suitable public service facilities and
conveniences, and may charge and collect reasonable fees for the use of these facilities
and conveniences. The Department may also charge and collect reasonable fees for

each of the following:

(1) The erection, maintenance, and use of docks, piers, and any other structures

permitted in or on State lakes under rules adopted by the Department.

(2) Fishing privileges in State parks and State lakes, provided that these privileges
shall be extended only to holders of State hunting and fishing licenses who

comply with all State game and fish laws.

(3) Vehicle access for off-road driving at the beach at Fort Fisher State Recreation
Area.
() The erection, maintenance, and use of a marina at Carolina Beach.

Members of the public who pay a fee under subsection (c) of this section for access
to Fort Fisher State Recreation Area may have 24-hour access to Fort Fisher State

Recreation Area from September 15 through March 15 of each year.
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§ 143B-135.16(f)

§ 143B-135.16(g)

§ 143B-135.16(h)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
20 ACTS

The Department may make reasonable rules for the operation and use of boats or other
craft on the surface of the waters under its charge. The Department may charge and
collect reasonable fees for the use of boats and other watercraft that are purchased
and maintained by the Department; however, the Department shall not charge a fee

for the use or operation of any other boat or watercraft on these waters.

The Department may grant to private individuals or companies concessions for
operation of public service facilities for such periods and upon such conditions as the
Department deems to be in the public interest. The Department may adopt reasonable
rules for the regulation of the use by the public of the lands and waters under its charge
and of the public service facilities and conveniences authorized under this section. A

violation of these rules is punishable as a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Repealed by Session Laws 2023-70, s. 4(a), effective June 30, 2023.

The authority granted to the Department under this section is in addition to any

authority granted to the Department under any other provision of law.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 1 | 1 L1 | L1 L1 1 1
1931 1977 2023

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1931 c. 111 ENACTED
02 1947 c. 697 AMENDED
03 1965 c. 1008, s. 2 AMENDED
04 1969 c.343 AMENDED
0o 1973 c. 547 AMENDED
L 1973 c. 1262, ss. 28, 86 AMENDED
o7 1977 c.771,5.4 AMENDED
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c.827,s.92

c.727,s.55

c. 539, ss. 830, 831

Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c)

S.L. 1997-258, s. 2

S.L. 1997-443, 5. 11A.119(a)
S.L. 2003-284, ss. 35.1(b), 35.1A(a), 35.1A(b)
S.L. 2004-124, s. 12.3(a)
S.L. 2011-145, s. 13.25(n)
S.L. 2012-93, s. 2(3)

S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(e), ()
S.L. 2019-241, s. 2(a)

S.L. 2023-70, s. 4(a)

Authorities referenced

N.C.G.S. § 143B-135.16

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 14-410 (b) "to be used, as provided in"
APPARATUS I q g

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-135.16 (2023).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143B-135.16(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1931, c. 111; 1947, c. 697; 1965, c. 1008, s. 2; 1969, c. 343; 1973, c. 547; c. 1262, ss. 28, 86; 1977, c. 771, s. 4; 1987, c. 827, 5. 92;
1989, c. 727, s. 55; 1993, c. 539, ss. 830, 831; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-258, s. 2; 1997-443, s. 11A.119(a); 2003-284,
ss. 35.1(b), 35.1A(a), 35.1A(b); 2004-124, s. 12.3(a); 2011-145, s. 13.25(n); 2012-93, s. 2(3); 2015-241, s. 14.30(e), (1); 2019-241, s.
2(a); 2023-70, s. 4(a).)
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