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Unless as may otherwise be ordered by the Secretary of Administration, the purchase of supplies, materials 
and equipment through the Secretary of Administration shall be mandatory in the following cases:

Published books, manuscripts, maps, pamphlets and periodicals.

Perishable articles such as fresh vegetables, fresh f�ish, fresh meat, eggs, and others as may be classif�ied by 
the Secretary of Administration.

Purchase through the Secretary of Administration shall not be mandatory for information technology 
purchased in accordance with Article 15 of Chapter 143B of the General Statutes, for a purchase of supplies, 
materials or equipment for the General Assembly if the total expenditures is less than the expenditure 
benchmark established under the provisions of G.S. 143-53.1, for group purchases made by hospitals, 
developmental centers, neuromedical treatment centers, and alcohol and drug abuse treatment centers 
through a competitive bidding purchasing program, as def�ined in G.S. 143-129, by the University of North 
Carolina Health Care System pursuant to G.S. 116-350.45, by the University of North Carolina Hospitals at 
Chapel Hill pursuant to G.S. 116-350.15(d), by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on behalf of 
the clinical patient care programs of the School of Medicine of the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill pursuant to G.S. 116-350.15(d), or by East Carolina University on behalf of the Medical Faculty Practice 
Plan pursuant to G.S. 116-360.25.

All purchases of the above articles made directly by the departments, institutions and agencies of the State 
government shall, whenever possible, be based on competitive bids. Whenever an order is placed or contract 
awarded for such articles by any of the departments, institutions and agencies of the State government, a 
copy of such order or contract shall be forwarded to the Secretary of Administration and a record of the 
competitive bids upon which it was based shall be retained for inspection and review.
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1 5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1931 1977 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1931 c. 261, s. 7 E N A C T E D

02 1957 c. 269, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1971 c. 587, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1975 c. 879, s. 46 A M E N D E D

05 1981 c. 953 A M E N D E D

06 1983 c. 717, ss. 65, 66 A M E N D E D

07 1985 c. 145, s. 3 A M E N D E D

08 1985 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 936, s. 3(e) A M E N D E D

09 1998 S.L. 1998-212, s. 11.8(c) A M E N D E D

10 1999 S.L. 1999-434, s. 14 A M E N D E D

11 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 7 A M E N D E D

12 2001 S.L. 2001-487, s. 21(f) A M E N D E D

13 2009 S.L. 2009-184, s. 1 A M E N D E D

14 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 7A.4(q) A M E N D E D

15 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 4.10(s) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

5  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 143-53.1 "benchmark established under the provisions of"
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G.S. 143-129 "bidding purchasing program, as def�ined in"

G.S. 116-350.45 "Carolina Health Care System pursuant to"

G.S. 116-350.15(d) "Hospitals at Chapel Hill pursuant to"

G.S. 116-360.25 "Medical Faculty Practice Plan pursuant to"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-56 (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1931, c. 261, s. 7; 1957, c. 269, s. 3; 1971, c. 587, s. 1; 1975, c. 879, s. 46; 1981, c. 953; 1983, c. 717, ss. 65, 66; 1985, c. 145, s. 
3; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 936, s. 3(e); 1998-212, s. 11.8(c); 1999-434, s. 14; 1999-456, s. 7; 2001-487, s. 21(f); 2009-184, s. 1; 
2015-241, s. 7A.4(q); 2023-134, s. 4.10(s).)
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