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Assessments and awards of attorneys' fees.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

No amendment history on 
record

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 03:04 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

dc729d80�1daeae72�79d6d400�-

cec1ac98�0a1da09b�d9ec982a�-

8d8c70ec�09e73945�

When an action is brought pursuant to G.S. 143-318.16 or G.S. 143-318.16A, the court may make written f�-
indings specifying the prevailing party or parties, and may award the prevailing party or parties a reasonable 
attorney's fee, to be taxed against the losing party or parties as part of the costs. The court may order that 
all or any portion of any fee as assessed be paid personally by any individual member or members of the 
public body found by the court to have knowingly or intentionally committed the violation; provided, that 
no order against any individual member shall issue in any case where the public body or that individual 
member seeks the advice of an attorney, and such advice is followed. (1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 932, s. 2; 
1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 570, s. 3.)
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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