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§ 143-300.8(a) The following def�initions apply in this section:

(1) Department. - The Department of Health and Human Services.

(2) Local health department. - Def�ined in G.S. 130A-2(5).

(3) Registered environmental health associate. - Def�ined in G.S. 90A-51(2d).

(4) Registered environmental health specialist. - Def�ined in G.S. 90A-51(4).

(5) Registered environmental health specialist intern. - Def�ined in G.S. 90A-51(5).

§ 143-300.8(b) All  local  health  departments  shall  enter  into  an  annual  agreement  with  the 
Department to provide environmental health services in accordance with Chapter 
130A of the General Statutes. The annual agreement shall include a requirement for 
quality assurance for all environmental health services.

§ 143-300.8(c) Except  as  provided  in  subsections  (d)  and  (e)  of  this  section,  any  registered 
environmental health specialist, registered environmental health specialist intern, 
or registered environmental health associate enforcing rules of the Commission for 
Public Health under the authority of the Department pursuant to G.S. 130A-4 shall 
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be defended by the Attorney General, subject to the provisions of G.S. 143-300.4-
, and shall be protected from liability in accordance with the provisions of this 
Article in any civil or criminal action or proceeding brought against the registered 
environmental health specialist, registered environmental health specialist intern, 
or registered environmental health associate in their of�f�icial or individual capacity, 
or both, on account of an act done or omission made in the scope and course of 
enforcing the rules of the Commission for Public Health. The Department shall pay 
half of any judgment against the registered environmental health specialist, registered 
environmental health specialist intern, or registered environmental health associate, 
or any settlement made on their behalf, subject to the provisions of G.S. 143-300.6. The 
local health department employing or contracting with the registered environmental 
health specialist, registered environmental health specialist intern, or registered 
environmental health associate at the time of the underlying act or omission giving 
rise to the judgment or settlement shall pay half of the judgment or settlement. The 
Department may agree, in its sole discretion, to an alternate arrangement with the 
local health department wherein the Department pays more than half of the judgment 
or settlement depending on the individual circumstances of the case.

§ 143-300.8(d) Any registered environmental health specialist, registered environmental health 
specialist intern, or registered environmental health associate employed by or 
contracted to work for a local health department that has not entered into an annual 
agreement or fails to abide by the annual agreement, as determined by the Department, 
as required by subsection (b) of this section shall not be defended by the Attorney 
General or have their judgement or settlement paid by the Department. The local 
health department shall be required to pay any judgement against the registered 
environmental health specialist, registered environmental health specialist intern, or 
registered environmental health associate or any settlement on their behalf for any act 
or omission made in the scope and course of enforcing the rules of the Commission 
for Public Health.

§ 143-300.8(e) A registered environmental  health specialist,  registered environmental  health 
specialist intern, or registered environmental health associate shall not be defended 
by the Attorney General or protected from liability for any claim arising from an act 
or omission made in the scope and course of enforcing a local rule adopted pursuant 
to G.S. 130A-335(c).

§ 143-300.8(f) This section shall apply to actions in which the registered environmental health 
specialist, registered environmental health intern, or registered environmental health 
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associate, is named individually as a party, as well as contested cases brought in the 
Of�f�ice of Administrative Hearings, pursuant to Chapter 150B of the General Statutes, 
arising from the alleged acts or omissions of an authorized agent of the Department, 
during which the Department determines that the best course of action is to resolve 
the matter with a settlement payment to the petitioner to conclude the contested case 
and avoid any future litigation.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1987 2006 2024
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1987 c. 654, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1989 c. 727, s. 219(36) A M E N D E D

03 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.96 A M E N D E D

04 2006 S.L. 2006-202, s. 7 A M E N D E D

05 2007 S.L. 2007-182, s. 2 A M E N D E D

06 2011 S.L. 2011-145, s. 13.3(k) A M E N D E D

07 2011 S.L. 2011-391, s. 27(b) A M E N D E D

08 2024 S.L. 2024-49, s. 4.7 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

8  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 130A-2(5) (a)(2) "Local health department. - Def�ined in"

G.S. 90A-51(2d) (a)(3) "environmental health associate. - Def�ined in"

G.S. 90A-51(4) (a)(4) "environmental health specialist. - Def�ined in"
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G.S. 90A-51(5) (a)(5) "health specialist intern. - Def�ined in"

G.S. 130A-4 (c) "authority of the Department pursuant to"

G.S. 143-300.4 (c) "General, subject to the provisions of"

G.S. 143-300.6 (c) "behalf, subject to the provisions of"

G.S. 130A-335(c) (e) "a local rule adopted pursuant to"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-300.8 (2024).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-300.8(a) (2024).
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