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CHAPTER 143

.

ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-215.73M.

Coastal Storm Damage Mitigation Fund.
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Fund Established. - The Coastal Storm Damage Mitigation Fund is established as a
special revenue fund. The Fund consists of General Fund appropriations, gifts, grants,
devises, monies contributed by a non-State entity for a particular beach nourishment
or damage mitigation project or group of projects, and any other revenues specifically

allocated to the Fund by an act of the General Assembly.

Uses of the Fund. - Revenue credited to the Fund may only be used for costs associated
with beach nourishment, artificial dunes, and other projects to mitigate or remediate

coastal storm damage to the ocean beaches and dune systems of the State.

Grants Authorized. - The Secretary is authorized to accept applications for grants for
nonfederal costs of projects sponsored by units of local government for the purpose

set forth in subsection (b) of this section.

Conditions on Funding. - Any project funded by revenue from the Fund must be
cost-shared with non-State dollars on a basis of at least one non-State dollar for every

one dollar from the Fund.

Return of Non-State Entity Funds. - Non-State entities that contribute to the Fund for
a particular project or group of projects may make a written request to the Secretary
that the contribution be returned if the contribution has not been spent or encumbered
within two years of receipt of the contribution by the Fund. If the written request is

made prior to the funds being spent or encumbered, the Secretary shall return the
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funds to the entity within 30 days after the later of (i) receiving the request or (ii) the

expiration of the two-year period described by this subsection.

§ 143-215.73M(e) Report. - The Department shall report annually no later than October 1 regarding
projects funded under this section to the Fiscal Research Division and the
Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Natural and Economic
Resources. The report shall include project type, project location, brief project

description, entity receiving the funding, and amount of funding provided.

§ 143-215.73M(f) Rules. - The Department shall adopt rules to implement the grant program authorized
under subsection (b1) of this section. (2017-209, s. 6; 2018-5, s. 13.10(b); 2022-74, s.
12.1(b).)
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