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CHAPTER 143
ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-215.54A.

Minimum standards for ordinances;
variances for prohibited uses.
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§ 143-215.54A(a) A flood hazard prevention ordinance adopted by a county or city pursuant to this Part

shall, at a minimum:

(1) Meet the requirements for participation in the National Flood Insurance

Program and of this section.

(2) Prohibit new solid waste disposal facilities, hazardous waste management
facilities, salvage yards, and chemical storage facilities in the 100-year f -

loodplain except as authorized under subsection (b) of this section.

(3) Provide that a structure or tank for chemical or fuel storage incidental to a use
that is allowed under this section or to the operation of a water treatment plant
or wastewater treatment facility may be located in a 100-year floodplain only if
the structure or tank is either elevated above base flood elevation or designed to
be watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and
with structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic

loads and the effects of buoyancy.

§ 143-215.54A(b) A flood hazard prevention ordinance may include a procedure for granting variances
for uses prohibited under G.S. 143-215.54(c). A county or city shall notify the Secretary
of its intention to grant a variance at least 30 days prior to granting the variance. A

county or city may grant a variance upon finding that all of the following apply:

(1) The use serves a critical need in the community.
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS III

(2) No feasible location exists for the location of the use outside the 100-year
floodplain.
(3) The lowest floor of any structure is elevated above the base flood elevation or is

designed to be watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage
of water and with structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and

hydrodynamic loads and the effects of buoyancy.

(4) The use complies with all other applicable laws and regulations. (2000-150, s.
1.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 143-215.54(c) (b) "granting variances for uses prohibited under"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-215.54A (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-215.54A(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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