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CHAPTER 143
ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-215.25.

Definitions.
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As used in this Part, unless the context otherwise requires:
Dam. - A structure and appurtenant works erected to impound or divert water.

Mill dam. - A dam built across a stream to raise the level of water for the purpose of providing water to a

mill for the operation of the mill.

Minimum stream flow or minimum flow. - A stream flow of a quantity and quality sufficient in the
judgment of the Department to meet and maintain stream classifications and water quality standards
established by the Department under G.S. 143-214.1 and applicable to the waters affected by the project

under consideration, and to maintain aquatic habitat in the length of the stream that is affected.

Phased compliance eligible dam. - A dam that (i) is categorized as high hazard by the Department, (ii) was
constructed prior to January 1, 1968, and (iii) is not owned by a unit of local government, special district, or

public authority, as those terms are defined in G.S. 159-7.

Professionally supervised dam removal. - The voluntary removal of a low or intermediate hazard mill dam
or run-of-river dam that (i) is not operated primarily for flood control or hydroelectric power generation

purposes and (ii) the removal of which is designed and supervised by a qualified engineer.

Qualified engineer. - An engineer licensed as a professional engineer under Chapter 89C of the General

Statutes.
Run-of-river dam. - A riverine or stream dam that is designed or operated to release water at approximately

the same rate as the natural flow of the river or stream.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1967 c. 1068, s. 3 ENACTED
0 1973 c. 1262, ss. 23, 38 AMENDED
03 1977 c.771,5. 4 AMENDED
o4 1977 c.878,55.2, 4 AMENDED
05 1983 c. 306 AMENDED
& 1987 c. 827, ss. 154,175 AMENDED
o7 1993 c.394,5.2 AMENDED
e 2017 S.L. 2017-145, 5. 1(a) AMENDED
) 2023 S.L. 2023-131, s. 1(a) AMENDED
e e Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 143-214.1 (nuih(2) "standards established by the Department under"
G.S. 159-7 (nuif)(2a) "as those terms are defined in"
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FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-215.25 (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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394, s. 2; 2017-145, s. 1(a); 2023-131, s. 1(a).)
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