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CHAPTER 143

.

ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-215.1B.

Extension of date for compliance with
nitrogen and phosphorus discharge limits.
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General Assembly

§ 143-215.1B(a)

§ 143-215.1B(b)

The Commission may extend a compliance date established under G.S. 143-215.1(c6)
only in accordance with the requirements of this section and only upon the request
of a person who holds a permit under G.S. 143-215.1 that authorizes a discharge into
surface waters to which the limits set out in subsections (c1) or (c2) of G.S. 143-215.1
apply. The Commission shall act on a request for an extension of a compliance
date within 120 days after the Commission receives the request. The Commission
shall not extend a compliance date if the Commission concludes, on the basis of
the scientific data available to the Commission at the time of the request, that the
extension will result in a violation of the antidegradation policy set out in 40 Code of
Federal Regulations § 131.12 (1 July 1997 Edition). The Commission shall not extend a
compliance date unless the Commission finds that the permit holder needs additional
time to develop a calibrated nutrient response model that meets the requirements
of this section. If the Commission requires an individual discharge to be limited
to a maximum mass load or concentration that is different from those set out in
subsections (c1) or (c2) of G.S. 143-215.1, the maximum mass load or concentration

shall be substantiated by the model.

The Commission shall determine the extended compliance date by adding to the date
on which the Commission grants the extension: (i) two years for the collection of
data needed to prepare a calibrated nutrient response model; (ii) a maximum of one
year to prepare the calibrated nutrient response model; (iii) the amount of time, if
any, that is required for the Commission to develop a nutrient management strategy

and to adopt rules or to modify discharge permits to establish maximum mass loads
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§ 143-215.1B(c)

§ 143-215.1B(d)

or concentration limits based on the calibrated nutrient response model; and (iv) a

maximum of three years to plan, design, finance, and construct a facility that will

comply with those maximum mass loads and concentration limits. If the Commission

finds that additional time is needed to complete the construction of a facility, the

Commission may further extend an extended compliance date by a maximum of two

additional years.

Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 150B-21.1(a), the Commission may adopt

temporary rules to establish maximum mass loads or concentration limits pursuant

to this section or as may otherwise be necessary to implement this section.

A permit holder who is granted an extended compliance date under this section shall:

)

(4)

Develop a calibrated nutrient response model in conjunction with other af -
fected parties and in accordance with a timetable for the development of

the model that has been approved by the Commission. The model shall be
based on current data, capable of predicting the impact of nitrogen and
phosphorus in the surface waters, capable of being incorporated into any
nutrient management plan developed by the Commission, and approved by the

Commission.

Evaluate and optimize the operation of all facilities operated by the permit
holder that are permitted under G.S. 143-215.1(c) and that discharge into the
nutrient sensitive waters (NSW) for which the compliance date is extended

pursuant to this section in order to reduce nutrient loading.

Evaluate methods to reduce the total mass load of waste that is discharged
from all facilities operated by the permit holder that are permitted under G.S.
143-215.1(c) and that discharge into the nutrient sensitive waters (NSW) for
which the compliance date is extended pursuant to this section and determine

whether these methods are cost-effective.

Evaluate methods to reduce the discharge of treated effluent from all facilities
operated by the permit holder that are permitted under G.S. 143-215.1(c)

and that discharge into the nutrient sensitive waters (NSW) for which

the compliance date is extended pursuant to this section; including land
application of treated effluent, the use of restored or created wetlands that
are not located in a 100-year floodplain to polish treated effluent, and other
methods to reuse treated effluent; and determine whether these methods are

cost-effective.
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§ 143-215.1B(e)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
5 AUTHORITIES

(5)

Report to the Commission on progress in the development of the calibrated
nutrient response model, on efforts to optimize the operation of facilities, on
the evaluation of methods of reducing the total mass load of waste, and on
the evaluation of methods to reduce the discharge of treated effluent. The
Commission shall establish a schedule for reports that requires the permit

holder to report on at least a semiannual basis.

The Commission may revoke an extension granted under this section and impose

the limits set out in subsections (c1) and (c2) of G.S. 143-215.1 if the Commission

determines that a permit holder who has obtained an extension under this section has,

at any time during the period of the extension:

)

2)

Failed to comply with the requirements of subsection (d) of this section; or

Violated any conditions or limitations of any permit issued under G.S. 143-215.1
or special order issued under G.S. 143-215.2 if the violation is the result of
conduct by the permit holder that results in a significant violation of water
quality standards. (1998-212, s. 14.9H(c); 2004-195, s. 1.6.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 143-215.1(c6) (@) "extend a compliance date established under”
G.S. 143-215.1 @) "person who holds a permit under”

G.S. 150B-21.1(a) © "Notwithstanding the provisions of

G.S. 143-215.1(c) @) "permit holder that are permitted under”
G.S. 143-215.2 ©)(2) "143-215.1 or special order issued under"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-215.1B (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-215.1B(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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