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Prohibit cap and trade requirements for 
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions.
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Neither the Governor, nor any of the agencies of the State, including the Utilities Commission, the 
Department of Environmental Quality, and the Environmental Management Commission, may require 
an electric public utility, as def�ined in G.S. 62-126.3(7), or persons who operate an electric generating 
facility the primary purpose of which is for the person's own use and not for the primary purpose of 
producing electricity for sale to or for the public for compensation, to participate in a program that requires 
such utilities to obtain allowances to of�fset their CO2 emissions, commonly characterized as emissions 
cap-and-trade programs, CO2 budget trading programs, or cap-and-invest initiatives. In addition, the 
Governor and the Department are expressly prohibited from entering into any agreement with other states 
obligating North Carolina's participation in any program requiring acquisition of allowances to of�fset CO2 
emissions by such utilities.  (2023-134, s. 12.5(a).)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 62-126.3(7) "electric public utility, as def�ined in"
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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