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CHAPTER 143
ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-214.4,

Certain cleaning agents containing
phosphorus prohibited.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 06:17 UTC 88c73101d1af112ea54{6a23 -
K . S.L. 2006-203, s. 88 — seventh f80e89d059e810a03144f9e6 -
Carolina, as published by the . )
act in the lineage b2ch2b23ad62323a
General Assembly
§ 143-214.4(a) No person may manufacture, store, sell, use, or distribute for sale or use any cleaning

agent containing phosphorus in the State, except as otherwise provided in this section.

§ 143-214.4(b) As used in this section, "cleaning agent" means a laundry detergent, dishwashing
compound, household cleaner, metal cleaner or polish, industrial cleaner, or other

substance that is used or intended for use for cleaning purposes.

§ 143-214.4(c) This section shall not apply to cleaning agents which are used:
(1) In agricultural or dairy production;
(2) To clean commercial food or beverage processing equipment or containers;
(3) As industrial sanitizers, metal brighteners, or acid cleaners, including those

containing phosphoric acid or trisodium phosphate;
(%) In industrial processes for metal, fabric or fiber cleaning and conditioning;

() In hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, other health care facilities, or veterinary

hospitals or clinics;
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§ 143-214.4(d)

§ 143-214.4(e)

§ 143-214.4(f)

§ 143-214.4(g)

(6)

(7)

(10)

By a commercial laundry or textile rental service company or any other
commercial entity: (i) to provide laundry service to hospitals, clinics, nursing
homes, other health care facilities, or veterinary hospitals or clinics; (ii) to clean
textile products supplied to industrial or commercial users of the products

on a rental basis; or (iii) to clean professional, industrial or commercial work

uniforms;

In the manufacture of health care or veterinary supplies;

In any medical, biological, chemical, engineering or other such laboratory,

including those associated with any academic or research facility;

As water softeners, antiscale agents, or corrosion inhibitors, where such use is
in a closed system such as a boiler, air conditioner, cooling tower, or hot water

heating system;

To clean hard surfaces including windows, sinks, counters, floors, ovens, food

preparation surfaces, and plumbing fixtures.

This section shall not apply to cleaning agents which:

)

(3)

Contain phosphorus in an amount not exceeding five-tenths of one percent

(0.5%) by weight which is incidental to manufacturing;

Contain phosphorus in an amount not exceeding eight and seven-tenths
percent (8.7%) by weight and which are intended for use in a commercial or

household dishwashing machine;

Are manufactured, stored, sold, or distributed for use solely outside the State.

The Commission may permit the use of a cleaning agent which contains phosphorus

in an amount exceeding five-tenths of one percent (0.5%) but not exceeding eight

and seven-tenths percent (8.7%) by weight upon a finding that there is no adequate

substitute for such cleaning agent, or that compliance with this section would

otherwise be unreasonable or create a significant hardship on the user. The

Commission shall adopt rules to administer this subsection.

Any person who manufactures, sells or distributes any cleaning agent in violation of

this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable only by a fine not to
exceed fifty dollars ($50.00).
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Any person who uses any cleaning agent in violation of the provisions of this section

shall be responsible for an infraction for which the sanction is a penalty of not

more than ten dollars ($10.00). Notwithstanding G.S. 14-3.1(a), the clear proceeds

of infractions pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the Civil Penalty and

Forfeiture Fund in accordance with G.S. 115C-457.2.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1987 1997 2006
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

ot 1987 c. 111, 5.1 ENACTED

02 1987 c. 817 AMENDED

) 1987 c.827,5. 154 AMENDED

o4 1993 c. 539,5.1017 AMENDED

L= 1994 Ex. Sess., . 24, s. 14(c) AMENDED

oo 1998 S.L. 1998-215, s. 61 AMENDED

o7 2006 S.L. 2006-203, s. 88 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 14-3.1(a) (@) "more than ten dollars ($10.00). Notwithstanding"
G.S. 115C-457.2 ® "and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-214.4 (2006).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-214.4(a) (2006).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1987, c. 111, s. 1; c. 817; c. 827, s. 154; 1993, c. 539, s. 1017; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1998-215, s. 61; 2006-203, s. 88.)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 88¢73101...62323a




