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§ 143-214.3(a) Any person subject to the provisions of G.S. 143-215.1 may petition the Commission 
for a hearing pursuant to G.S. 143-215.4 for a revision to water quality standards 
adopted pursuant to G.S. 143-214.1 as such water quality standards may apply to a 
specif�ic stream segment into which the petitioner discharges or proposes to discharge.

§ 143-214.3(b) Upon a f�inding by the Commission that:

(1) Natural background conditions in the stream segment preclude the attainment 
of the applicable water quality standards; or

(2) Irretrievable and uncontrollable man-induced conditions preclude the 
attainment of the applicable water quality standards; or

(3) Application of ef�f�luent limitations for existing sources established or proposed 
pursuant to G.S. 143-215.1 more restrictive than those ef�f�luent standards and 
limitations determined or promulgated by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency pursuant to section 301 of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act in order to achieve and maintain applicable water quality standards 
would result in adverse social and economic impact, disproportionate to the 
benef�its to the public health, safety or welfare as a result of maintaining the 
standards; and

(4) There exists no reasonable relationship between the cost to the petitioner of 
achieving the ef�f�luent limitations necessary to comply with applicable water 
quality standards to the benef�its, including the incremental benef�its to the 
receiving waters, to be obtained from the application of the said ef�f�luent 
limitations;
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Then the Commission shall revise the standard or standards, as such standard may 
apply to the petitioner, provided that such revised standards shall be no less stringent 
than that which can be achieved by the application of the highest level of treatment 
which will result in benef�its, including the incremental benef�its to the receiving 
waters, having a reasonable relationship to the cost to the petitioner to apply such 
treatment, as determined by the evidence; provided, however, in no event shall these 
standards be less stringent than the level attainable with the application by the 
petitioner of those ef�f�luent standards and limitations determined or promulgated 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to section 301 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act; provided, further, that no revision shall be 
granted which would endanger human health or safety.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1983 1987

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1979 c. 929 E N A C T E D

02 1987 c. 827, s. 154 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 143-215.1 (a) "person subject to the provisions of"

G.S. 143-215.4 (a) "Commission for a hearing pursuant to"

G.S. 143-214.1 (a) "water quality standards adopted pursuant to"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-214.3 (1987).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-214.3(a) (1987).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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