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CHAPTER 143
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ARTICLE 21 - WATER AND AIR RESOURCES

N.C.G.S. § 143-211.

Declaration of public policy.
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General Assembly

§ 143-211(a)

§ 143-211(b)

§ 143-211(c)

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of this State to provide for the conservation
of its water and air resources. Furthermore, it is the intent of the General Assembly,
within the context of this Article and Articles 21A and 21B of this Chapter, to achieve
and to maintain for the citizens of the State a total environment of superior quality.
Recognizing that the water and air resources of the State belong to the people, the
General Assembly affirms the State's ultimate responsibility for the preservation and
development of these resources in the best interest of all its citizens and declares the

prudent utilization of these resources to be essential to the general welfare.

It is the public policy of the State to maintain, protect, and enhance water quality
within North Carolina. Further, it is the public policy of the State that the cumulative
impact of transfers from a source river basin shall not result in a violation of the
antidegradation policy set out in 40 Code of Federal Regulations § 131.12 (1 July 1997
Edition) and the statewide antidegradation policy adopted pursuant thereto.

It is the purpose of this Article to create an agency which shall administer a program
of water and air pollution control and water resource management. It is the intent
of the General Assembly, through the duties and powers defined herein, to confer
such authority upon the Department of Environmental Quality as shall be necessary
to administer a complete program of water and air conservation, pollution abatement
and control and to achieve a coordinated effort of pollution abatement and control
with other jurisdictions. Standards of water and air purity shall be designed to protect
human health, to prevent injury to plant and animal life, to prevent damage to public

and private property, to insure the continued enjoyment of the natural attractions
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of the State, to encourage the expansion of employment opportunities, to provide a
permanent foundation for healthy industrial development and to secure for the people
of North Carolina, now and in the future, the beneficial uses of these great natural
resources. It is the intent of the General Assembly that the powers and duties of
the Environmental Management Commission and the Department of Environmental
Quality be construed so as to enable the Department and the Commission to qualify to
administer federally mandated programs of environmental management and to qualify

to accept and administer funds from the federal government for such programs.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |

aore Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1951 1983 2015
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1951 c. 606 ENACTED
02 1967 c.892,5.1 AMENDED
03 1973 c. 1262, 5. 23 AMENDED
o4 1977 c.771,s.4 AMENDED
05 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1158, s. 2 AMENDED
06 1989 c.135,5.1 AMENDED
U4 1989 c. 727, s. 218(102) AMENDED
08 1997 S.L.1997-443, 5. 11A.119(a) AMENDED
09 1998 S.L. 1998-168, s. 1 AMENDED
10 2006 S.L. 2006-259, ss. 31(b), 31(c) AMENDED
i 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(u) AMENDED
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-211 (2015).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-211(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1951, c. 606; 1967, c. 892, s. 1; 1973, c. 1262, s. 23; 1977, ¢. 771, s. 4; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1158, s. 2; 1989, c. 135, s. 1; ¢. 727, s.
218(102); 1997-443, s. 11A.119(a); 1998-168, s. 1; 2006-259, ss. 31(b), 31(c); 2015-241, s. 14.30(u).)
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