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Any person who steals property consisting of a sample, culture, microorganism, specimen, record, 
recording, document, drawing, or any other article, material, device, or substance which constitutes, 
represents, evidences, ref�lects, or records a secret scientif�ic or technical process, invention, formula, or any 
phase or part thereof shall be punished as a Class H felon. A process, invention, or formula is "secret" when 
it is not, and is not intended  to be, available to anyone other than the owner thereof or selected persons 
having access thereto for limited purposes with his consent, and when it accords or may accord the owner 
an advantage over competitors or other persons who do not have knowledge or the benef�it thereof.
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5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1974 1981

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 1175 E N A C T E D

02 1979 c. 760, s. 5 A M E N D E D

03 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47 A M E N D E D

04 1981 c. 63, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1981 c. 179, s. 14 A M E N D E D
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1967, c. 1175; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14.)
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