NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 14-51.4

e d

CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 14 - BURGLARY AND OTHER HOUSEBREAKINGS

N.C.G.S. § 14-51.4.

Justification for defensive force not
available.
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The justification described in G.S. 14-51.2 and G.S. 14-51.3 is not available to a person who used defensive

force and who:
Was attempting to commit, committing, or escaping after the commission of a felony.

Initially provokes the use of force against himself or herself. However, the person who initially provokes
the use of force against himself or herself will be justified in using defensive force if either of the following

occur:

a.The force used by the person who was provoked is so serious that the person using defensive force
reasonably believes that he or she was in imminent danger of death or serious bodily harm, the person
using defensive force had no reasonable means to retreat, and the use of force which is likely to cause death

or serious bodily harm to the person who was provoked was the only way to escape the danger.

b.The person who used defensive force withdraws, in good faith, from physical contact with the person who
was provoked, and indicates clearly that he or she desires to withdraw and terminate the use of force, but

the person who was provoked continues or resumes the use of force. (2011-268, s. 1.)
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