
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 4 - 4 4 7

C H A P T E R  1 4
A R T I C L E  5 9  -  P U B L I C  I N T O X I C AT I O N

N.C.G.S. § 14-447.

No prosecution for public intoxication.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

c. 589, s. 7 — third act in the 
lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:06 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

6c287157�aa2e9c29�844d088b�-

4d87214e�6da6e178�3b5c0f3c�-

35da8728�450cf5c2�

§ 14-447(a) No person may be prosecuted solely for being intoxicated in a public place. A person 
who is intoxicated in a public place and is not disruptive may be assisted as provided 
in G.S. 122C-301.

§ 14-447(b) If, after arresting a person for being intoxicated and disruptive in a public place, the 
law-enforcement of�f�icer making the arrest determines that the person would benef�it 
from the care of a shelter or health-care facility as provided by G.S. 122C-301, and 
that he would not likely be disruptive in such a facility, the of�f�icer may transport and 
release the person to the appropriate facility and issue him a citation for the of�fense 
of being intoxicated and disruptive in a public place. This authority to arrest and then 
issue a citation is granted as an exception to the requirements of G.S. 15A-501(2).
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3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 122C-301 (a) "may be assisted as provided in"

G.S. 15A-501(2) (b) "an exception to the requirements of"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-447 (1985).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-447(a) (1985).
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