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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 59 - PUBLIC INTOXICATION

N.C.G.S. § 14-446.

Disposition of defendant acquitted
because of alcoholism.
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If a defendant is found not guilty of being intoxicated and disruptive in a public place because he suffers
from alcoholism, the court in which he was tried may retain jurisdiction over him for up to 15 days to
determine whether he is a substance abuser and dangerous to himself or others as provided in G.S. 122C-281.
The trial judge may make that determination at the time the defendant is found not guilty or he may require

the defendant to return to court for the determination at some later time within the 15-day period.
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