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§ 14-445(a) It is a defense to a charge of being intoxicated and disruptive in a public place that the 
defendant suf�fers from alcoholism.

§ 14-445(b) The presiding judge at the trial of a defendant charged with being intoxicated 
and disruptive in public shall consider the defense of alcoholism even though the 
defendant does not raise the defense, and may request additional information on 
whether the defendant is suf�fering from alcoholism.

§ 14-445(c) Whenever any person charged with committing a misdemeanor under G.S. 14-444 
enters a plea to the charge, the court may, without entering a judgment, defer further 
proceedings for up to 15 days to determine whether the person is suf�fering from 
alcoholism.

§ 14-445(d) If he believes it will be of value in making his determination, the district court judge 
may direct an alcoholism court counselor, if available, to conduct a prehearing review 
of the alleged alcoholic's drinking history in order to gather additional information as 
to whether the defendant is suf�fering from alcoholism.
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 14-444 (c) "charged with committing a misdemeanor under"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-445 (1981).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-445(a) (1981).
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
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