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CHAPTER 14
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ARTICLE 52 - MISCELLANEOUS POLICE REGULATIONS

N.C.G.S. § 14-401.22.

Concealment of death; disturbing human
remains; dismembering human remains.
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Except as provided in subsection (al) of this section, any person who, with the intent to
conceal the death of a person, fails to notify a law enforcement authority of the death
or secretly buries or otherwise secretly disposes of a dead human body is guilty of a

Class I felony.

Any person who, with the intent to conceal the death of a child, fails to notify a law
enforcement authority of the death or secretly buries or otherwise secretly disposes
of a dead child's body is guilty of a Class H felony. For purposes of this subsection, a

child is any person who is less than 16 years of age.

Any person who aids, counsels, or abets any other person in concealing the death of a

person is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

Any person who willfully (i) disturbs, vandalizes, or desecrates human remains, by any
means, including any physical alteration or manipulation of the human remains, or (ii)
commits or attempts to commit upon any human remains any act of sexual penetration

is guilty of a Class I felony. This subsection does not apply to:

(1) Acts by a first responder or others providing medical care.
(2) Acts committed as part of scientific or medical research, treatment, or
diagnosis.
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(3) Acts performed by a licensed funeral director or embalmer consistent with

standard practice.

) Acts committed for the purpose of extracting body parts in accordance with

usual and customary standards of medical practice.

(5) Acts by a professional archaeologist as defined in G.S. 70-28(4) acting pursuant
to the provisions of Article 3 of Chapter 70 of the General Statutes.

(6) Acts committed for any other lawful purpose.

Any person who attempts to conceal evidence of the death of another by knowingly
and willfully dismembering or destroying human remains, by any means, including
removing body parts or otherwise obliterating any portion thereof, shall be guilty of a

Class H felony.

Any person who violates subsection (a), (al), or (d) of this section, knowing or having
reason to know the body or human remains are of a person that did not die of natural

causes, shall be guilty of a Class D felony.

As used in this section, "human remains" means any dead human body in any
condition of decay or any significant part of a dead human body, including any limb,
organ, or bone. (2005-288, s. 1; 2011-193, s. 1; 2013-52, s. 5.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 70-28(4) ©)(5) "a professional archaeologist as defined in"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-401.22 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-401.22(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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