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§ 14-401.18(a) Def�initions. - The following def�initions apply in this section:

(1) Cigarette. - Def�ined in G.S. 105-113.4.

(2) Package. - Def�ined in G.S. 105-113.4.

§ 14-401.18(b)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Of�fenses. - A person who sells or holds for sale (other than for export to a foreign 
country) a package of cigarettes that meets one or more of the following descriptions 
commits a Class A1 misdemeanor and engages in an unfair trade practice prohibited 
by G.S. 75-1.1:

(1) The package dif�fers in any respect with the requirements of the Federal 
Cigarette Labeling and Advertising Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1331, for the placement of 
labels, warnings, or any other information upon a package of cigarettes that is 
to be sold within the United States.

(2) The package is labeled "For Export Only," "U.S. Tax Exempt," "For Use Outside 
U.S.," or has similar wording indicating that the manufacturer did not intend 
that the product be sold in the United States.

(3) The package was altered by adding or deleting the wording, labels, or warnings 
described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection.

(4) The package was imported into the United States after January 1, 2000, in 
violation of 26 U.S.C. § 5754.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 e243b977…2a4b28



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 4 - 4 0 1 . 1 8

(5) The package violates federal trademark or copyright laws, federal laws 
governing the submission of ingredient information to federal authorities 
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1335a, federal laws governing the import of certain 
cigarettes pursuant to 19 U.S.C. § 1681 and 19 U.S.C. § 1681b, or any other 
provision of federal law or regulation.

§ 14-401.18(c) Contraband. - A package of cigarettes described in subsection (b) of this section is 
contraband and may be seized by a law enforcement of�f�icer. The procedure for seizure 
and disposition of this contraband is the same as the procedure under G.S. 105-113.31 
and G.S. 105-113.32 for non-tax-paid cigarettes. (1999-333, s. 5; 2002-145, s. 4.)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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