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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 8 - ASSAULTS

N.C.G.S. § 14-32.3.

.

Domestic abuse, neglect, and exploitation

of disabled or elder adults.
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§ 14-32.3(a)

CLASS F/ H FELONY

§ 14-32.3(b)

CLASS G /| FELONY

Abuse. - A person is guilty of abuse if that person is a caretaker of a disabled or elder
adult who is residing in a domestic setting and, with malice aforethought, knowingly
and willfully: (i) assaults, (ii) fails to provide medical or hygienic care, or (iii) confines
or restrains the disabled or elder adult in a place or under a condition that is cruel or
unsafe, and as a result of the act or failure to act the disabled or elder adult suffers

mental or physical injury.

If the disabled or elder adult suffers serious injury from the abuse, the caretaker is
guilty of a Class F felony. If the disabled or elder adult suffers injury from the abuse,
the caretaker is guilty of a Class H felony.

A person is not guilty of an offense under this subsection if the act or failure to act is
in accordance with G.S. 90-321 or G.S. 90-322.

Neglect. - A person is guilty of neglect if that person is a caretaker of a disabled or elder
adult who is residing in a domestic setting and, wantonly, recklessly, or with gross
carelessness: (i) fails to provide medical or hygienic care, or (ii) confines or restrains
the disabled or elder adult in a place or under a condition that is unsafe, and as a result

of the act or failure to act the disabled or elder adult suffers mental or physical injury.

If the disabled or elder adult suffers serious injury from the neglect, the caretaker is
guilty of a Class G felony. If the disabled or elder adult suffers injury from the neglect,
the caretaker is guilty of a Class I felony.
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A person is not guilty of an offense under this subsection if the act or failure to act is
in accordance with G.S. 90-321 or G.S. 90-322.

§ 14-32.3(c) Repealed by Session Laws 2005-272, s. 1, effective December 1, 2005, and applicable to

offenses committed on or after that date.

§ 14-32.3(d) Definitions. - The following definitions apply in this section:

(1) Caretaker. - A person who has the responsibility for the care of a disabled
or elder adult as a result of family relationship or who has assumed the

responsibility for the care of a disabled or elder adult voluntarily or by contract.

(2) Disabled adult. - A person 18 years of age or older or a lawfully emancipated
minor who is present in the State of North Carolina and who is physically or
mentally incapacitated as defined in G.S. 108 A-101(d).

(3) Domestic setting. - Residence in any residential setting except for a health care

facility or residential care facility as these terms are defined in G.S. 14-32.2.

(4) Elder adult. - A person 60 years of age or older who is not able to provide for the
social, medical, psychiatric, psychological, financial, or legal services necessary
to safeguard the person's rights and resources and to maintain the person's

physical and mental well-being.
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4 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S.90-321 @ "to act is in accordance with"

G.S. 90-322 @) "in accordance with G.S. 90-321 or"

G.S. 108A-101(d) @) "or mentally incapacitated as defined in"

G.S. 14-32.2 @) "as these terms are defined in"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-32.3 (2005).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-32.3(a) (2005).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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