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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 39 - PROTECTION OF MINORS
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Failure to report the disappearance of a
child to law enforcement; immunity of
person reporting in good faith.
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§14-318.5(a) The following definitions apply in this section:

(1) Child. - Any person who is less than 16 years of age.

(2) Disappearance of a child. - When the parent or other person providing
supervision of a child does not know the location of the child and has not had

contact with the child for a 24-hour period.

§ 14-318.5(b) A parent or any other person providing care to or supervision of a child who knowingly
ELASS [ FELERNN or wantonly fails to report the disappearance of a child to law enforcement is in
violation of this subsection. Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision
of law providing greater punishment, a violation of this subsection is punishable as a

Class I felony.

§ 14-318.5(c) Any person who reasonably suspects the disappearance of a child and who reasonably
suspects that the child may be in danger shall report those suspicions to law
enforcement within a reasonable time. Unless the conduct is covered under some
other provision of law providing greater punishment, a violation of this subsection

is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.

§ 14-318.5(d) This section does not apply if G.S. 110-102.1 is applicable.
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APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS III

Notwithstanding subsection (b) or (c) of this section, if a child is absent from school, a
teacher is not required to report the child's absence to law enforcement officers under
this section, provided the teacher reports the child's absence from school pursuant to
Article 26 of Chapter 115C of the General Statutes.

The felony of failure to report the disappearance of a child as required by subsection
(b) of this section is an offense additional to other civil and criminal provisions and is

not intended to repeal or preclude any other sanctions or remedies.

Any person who reports the disappearance of a child as required by this section
is immune from any civil or criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred or
imposed for that action, provided that the person was acting in good faith. In any

proceeding involving liability, good faith is presumed. (2013-52, s. 2.)
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Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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