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§ 14-288.6(a) Any person who enters upon the premises of another without legal justif�ication in 
an emergency area during a declared state of emergency when the usual security of 
property is not ef�fective due to the occurrence or aftermath of the emergency that 
prompted the declared state of emergency is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor of 
trespass during an emergency.

§ 14-288.6(b)

C L A S S  F  /  H  F E L O N Y

Any person who commits the crime of trespass during emergency under subsection (a) 
of this section and, without legal justif�ication, obtains or exerts control over, damages, 
ransacks, or destroys the property of another is guilty of the felony of looting. A 
violation of this subsection is punishable as follows:

(1) If the looted property is temporary housing or is taken from temporary housing, 
a violation of this subsection is punishable as a Class F felony.

(2) If the looted property is anything other than property described in subdivision 
(1) of this subsection, a violation of this subsection is punishable as a Class H 
felony.

§ 14-288.6(c) Any person whose person or property is injured by reason of a violation of this section 
may sue for and recover from the violator three times the actual damages sustained, 
as well as court costs and attorneys' fees.
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9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1997 2025

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1969 c. 869, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1979 c. 760, s. 5 A M E N D E D

03 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47 A M E N D E D

04 1981 c. 63, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1981 c. 179, s. 14 A M E N D E D

06 1993 c. 539, ss. 191, 1227 A M E N D E D

07 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

08 2023 S.L. 2023-6, s. 2 A M E N D E D

09 2025 S.L. 2025-18, s. 4(b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.6 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.6(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1969, c. 869, s. 1; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, ss. 191, 1227; 
1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2023-6, s. 2; 2025-18, s. 4(b).)
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