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§ 14-288.21(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is unlawful for any person to knowingly 
manufacture, assemble, possess, store, transport, sell, of�fer to sell, purchase, of�fer 
to purchase, deliver or give to another, or acquire a nuclear, biological, or chemical 
weapon of mass destruction.

§ 14-288.21(b) This section does not apply to:

(1) Persons listed in G.S. 14-269(b) with respect to any activities lawfully engaged 
in while carrying out their duties.

(2) Persons under contract with, or working under the direction of, the United 
States, the State of North Carolina, or any agency of either government, with 
respect to any activities lawfully engaged in under their contracts or pursuant 
to lawful direction.
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(3) Persons lawfully engaged in the development, production, manufacture, 
assembly, possession, transport, sale, purchase, delivery or acquisition of any 
biological agent, disease organism, toxic or poisonous chemical, radioactive 
substance or their immediate precursors, for preventive, protective, or other 
peaceful purposes.

(4) Persons lawfully engaged in accepted agricultural, horticultural, or forestry 
practices; aquatic weed control; or structural pest and rodent control, in a 
manner approved by the federal, State, county, or local agency charged with 
authority over such activities.

§ 14-288.21(c) The term "nuclear, biological, or chemical weapon of mass destruction", as used in 
this Article, means any of the following:

(1) Any weapon, device, or method that is designed or has the capability to cause 
death or serious injury through the release, dissemination, or impact of:

a.	Radiation or radioactivity;

b.	A disease organism; or

c.	Toxic or poisonous chemicals or their immediate precursors.

(2) Any substance that is designed or has the capability to cause death or serious 
injury and:

a.	Contains radiation or radioactivity;

b.	Is or contains toxic or poisonous chemicals or their immediate precursors; or

c.	Is or contains one or more of the following:

1.	Any select agent that is a microorganism, virus, bacterium, fungus, rickettsia, or 
toxin listed in Appendix A of Part 72 of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

2.	Any genetically modif�ied microorganisms or genetic elements from an organism on 
Appendix A of Part 72 of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, shown to produce 
or encode for a factor associated with a disease.

3.	Any genetically modif�ied microorganisms or genetic elements that contain nucleic 
acid sequences coding for any of the toxins listed on Appendix A of Part 72 of Title 42 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, or their toxic submits.

The term "nuclear, biological, or chemical weapon of mass destruction" also includes 
any combination of parts or substances either designed or intended for use in 
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converting any device or substance into any nuclear, biological, or chemical weapon 
of mass destruction or from which a nuclear, biological, or chemical weapon of mass 
destruction may be readily assembled or created.

§ 14-288.21(d)

C L A S S  B 1  F E L O N Y

Any person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a Class B1 felony. 
(2001-470, s. 1.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 14-269(b) (b)(1) "Persons listed in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.21 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.21(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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