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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 36A - RIOTS, CIVIL DISORDERS, AND EMERGENCIES

N.C.G.S. § 14-288.20.

Certain weapons at civil disorders.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 03:38 UTC a0db72b508222462c6d0716f -
S.L. 2011-183, 5. 11 — fourth 5b58143bdf60f95f0f51e77 -

Carolina, as published by the

. ) aroofest
General Assembly act in the lineage 90897454daea86fc
§ 14-288.20(a) The definitions in G.S. 14-288.1 do not apply to this section. As used in this section:
1) The term "civil disorder" means any public disturbance involving acts or

violence by assemblages of three or more persons, which causes an immediate
danger of damage or injury to the property or person of any other individual or

results in damage or injury to the property or person of any other individual.

(2) The term "firearm" means any weapon which is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel any projectile by the action of an explosive; or the frame or

receiver of such a weapon.

(3) The term "explosive or incendiary device" means (i) dynamite and all other
forms of high explosives, (ii) any explosive bomb, grenade, missile, or similar
device, and (iii) any incendiary bomb or grenade, fire bomb, or similar device,
including any device which (i) consists of or includes a breakable container
including a flammable liquid or compound, and a wick composed of any
material which, when ignited, is capable of igniting that flammable liquid or

compound, and (ii) can be carried or thrown by one individual acting alone.

(4) The term "law-enforcement officer" means any officer of the United States,
any state, any political subdivision of a state, or the District of Columbia
charged with the execution of the laws thereof; civil officers of the United
States; officers and soldiers of the organized militia and state guard of any state
or territory of the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the

District of Columbia; and members of the Armed Forces of the United States.

§ 14-288.20(b) A person is guilty of a Class H felony, if he:
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(1) Teaches or demonstrates to any other person the use, application, or making

of any firearm, explosive or incendiary device, or technique capable of causing

injury or death to persons, knowing or having reason to know or intending that

the same will be unlawfully employed for use in, or in furtherance of, a civil

disorder; or

(2) Assembles with one or more persons for the purpose of training with,
practicing with, or being instructed in the use of any firearm, explosive

or incendiary device, or technique capable of causing injury or death to

persons, intending to employ unlawfully the training, practicing, instruction,

or technique for use in, or in furtherance of, a civil disorder.

Nothing contained in this section shall make unlawful any act of any law-enforcement

officer which is performed in the lawful performance of his official duties.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1981 1996 2011
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

oL 1981 c. 880, ss. 1,2 ENACTED

02 1993 c. 539,s5.1230 AMENDED

s 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) AMERNDED

L 2011 S.L. 2011-183, 5. 11 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 14-288.1 @ "The definitions in"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.20 (2011).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-288.20(a) (2011).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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