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CHAPTER 14

e d

ARTICLE 7B - RAPE AND OTHER SEX OFFENSES

N.C.G.S. § 14-27.23.

Statutory rape of a child by an adult.
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CLASS B1 FELONY

§ 14-27.23(c)

AGGRAVATING
FACTOR

A person is guilty of statutory rape of a child by an adult if the person is at least 18
years of age and engages in vaginal intercourse with a victim who is a child under the

age of 13 years.

A person convicted of violating this section is guilty of a Class B1 felony and shall be
sentenced pursuant to Article 81B of Chapter 15A of the General Statutes, except that
in no case shall the person receive an active punishment of less than 300 months, and
except as provided in subsection (c) of this section. Following the termination of active
punishment, the person shall be subject to enrollment in satellite-based monitoring

as provided in Part 5 of Article 27A of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 81B of Chapter 15A of the General Statutes,
the court may sentence the defendant to active punishment for a term of months
greater than that authorized pursuant to G.S. 15A-1340.17, up to and including life
imprisonment without parole, if the court finds that the nature of the offense and
the harm inflicted are of such brutality, duration, severity, degree, or scope beyond
that normally committed in such crimes, or considered in basic aggravation of these
crimes, so as to require a sentence to active punishment in excess of that authorized
pursuant to G.S. 15A-1340.17. If the court sentences the defendant pursuant to this
subsection, it shall make findings of fact supporting its decision, to include matters
it considered as egregious aggravation. Egregious aggravation can include further
consideration of existing aggravating factors where the conduct of the defendant falls
outside the heartland of cases even the aggravating factors were designed to cover.

Egregious aggravation may also be considered based on the extraordinarily young age
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of the victim, or the depraved torture or mutilation of the victim, or extraordinary

physical pain inflicted on the victim.

Upon conviction, a person convicted under this section has no rights to custody of or

rights of inheritance from any child born as a result of the commission of the rape, nor

shall the person have any rights related to the child under Chapter 48 or Subchapter 1

of Chapter 7B of the General Statutes.

The offense under G.S. 14-27.24 is a lesser included offense of the offense in this

section. (2008-117, s. 1; 2015-181, s. 5(a), 5(b); 2021-182, s. 2(k).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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