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§ 14-23.2(a) A person who unlawfully causes the death of an unborn child is guilty of the separate 
of�fense of murder of an unborn child if the person does any one of the following:

(1) Willfully and maliciously commits an act with the intent to cause the death of 
the unborn child.

(2) Causes the death of the unborn child in perpetration or attempted perpetration 
of any of the criminal of�fenses set forth under G.S. 14-17.

(3) Commits an act causing the death of the unborn child that is inherently 
dangerous to human life and is done so recklessly and wantonly that it ref�lects 
disregard of life.

§ 14-23.2(b)

C L A S S  A  F E L O N Y

Penalty. - An of�fense under:

(1) Subdivision (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this section shall be a Class A felony, and any person 
who commits such of�fense shall be punished with imprisonment in the State's 
prison for life without parole.

(2) Subdivision (a)(3) of this section shall be subject to the same sentence as if 
the person had been convicted of second degree murder pursuant to G.S. 
14-17.  (2011-60, s. 2.)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 14-17 (a)(2) "the criminal of�fenses set forth under"
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