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§ 14-223(a) If any person shall willfully and unlawfully resist, delay or obstruct a public of�f�icer in 
discharging or attempting to discharge an of�f�icial duty, the person is guilty of a Class 
2 misdemeanor.

§ 14-223(b)

C L A S S  I  F E L O N Y

If any person shall willfully and unlawfully resist, delay, or obstruct a public of�f�icer in 
discharging or attempting to discharge an of�f�icial duty, and the resistance, delay, or 
obstruction is the proximate cause of a public of�f�icer's serious injury, the person is 
guilty of a Class I felony.

§ 14-223(c)

C L A S S  F  F E L O N Y

If any person shall willfully and unlawfully resist, delay, or obstruct a public of�f�icer 
in discharging or attempting to discharge an of�f�icial duty, and the resistance, delay, 
or obstruction is the proximate cause of a public of�f�icer's serious bodily injury, the 
person is guilty of a Class F felony.

§ 14-223(d) "Serious bodily injury" is def�ined as bodily injury that creates a substantial risk 
of death, or that causes serious permanent disf�igurement, coma, a permanent or 
protracted condition that causes extreme pain, or permanent or protracted loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ, or that results in prolonged 
hospitalization.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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